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The Clinical Examination of the Dog’s Chest’ 


J. McCUNN 


Veterinary surgeons have always been recog- 
hnised to be observant men—their professional 
life depends largely upon the facility with 
which they can recognise the normal, and 
deviations from that state. Their patients can 
give no verbal information, yet the signs they 
demonstrate are probably of more value than 
a bookful of symptoms, Principally for 
economic reasons, veterinary surgeons are 
debarred from taking advantage of the many 
tests and investigations which are available to 
their medical colleagues, 

One of my old teachers, Dr, Robert Hutchison, 
who is recognised as one of the greatest of 
medical clinicians, has recently stated in the 
Dr, Isaac Gilchrist Lecture, November, 1956, 
that “ It might be argued with some plausibility 
that diagnosis is now over-done, for * investiga- 
tions’ not only add greatly to the cost of 
illness, but, by detecting trivial deviations from 
the normal, they confuse the boundaries between 
health and: disease, and often cause needless 
anxiety.” He goes on to state that “ they are 
bad for the art of medicine by encouraging 
students and practitioners to rely on expert 
‘reports’ of one sort or another instead of 
using their own powers of observation.” With 
his statement Lo am in almost complete agree- 
iment, and L would take this opportunity of 
praying that we, in the veterinary profession, 
may never relegate our duties as clinicians to 
the compilers of expert reports, 

The main object of a clinical examination 
is to arrive at a correct diagnosis, without 
which reasonable prognosis or treatment is 
impossible. At this point, may IL sound a word 
of warning to the younger men, Diagnosis is 
not the be-all and end-all, for if we cannot 
apply a suitable treatment for a disease, its 


correct diagnosis is of little value. LT have 
repeatedly met with young men to whom 


diagnosis is a mania, yet when they are asked 
to prescribe an appropriate treatment, they are 
completely at a loss. 

The clinical examination of the sick dog 
has always intrigued me. To aim conscious of 
Iny ignorance when called upon to diagnose any 
but the most straightforward of diseased 
conditions. It may often be difficult or almest 
impossible to determine whether an animal is 
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affected in the chest or in the abdomen. This 
is particularly the case in lesions involving the 
serous Inemnbranes of either cavity. By taking 
general stock of the animal, we may be able, 
at a glance, to localise the trouble. The art 
of diagnosing on sight should not be disparaged, 
I would not encourage it in the young graduate, 
but as the years go by, and experience is 
accumulated, things become obvious to 
the trained mind. Many cases) can with 
certainty be correctly diagnosed at a glance and 
conclusions reached, which in earlier years could 
only have been attained by the most laborious 
methods. It may be that we see the heaving 
chest, the active intercostals, the abducted 
shoulders, the hanging head and pufling cheeks, 
Which leave no doubt as to a chest lesion. On 
the other hand, we may see the far-away 
expression, the almost immobile chest, the 
rigid abdominal muscles, and the crouching and 
stretching action of the typical intestinal 
obstruction case. An enquiry into the history 
of the case is often most helpful, and indeed 
Inay be all that is necessary. Abdominal cases 
ure generally more gradual in onset; with the 
exception of poison cases, there is more inter- 
ference with appetite, thirst is often marked, 
and so are alterations in the action of the bowel, 

Most chest cases, with the exception of 
hydrothorax, and some chronic bronchitic and 
heart cases, run a more or less high tempera- 
ture. In the majority of abdominal cases, the 
temperature is never so elevated. The pulse of 
a chest case is generally full to bounding: in 
abdominal cases it is often wiry and hard, Heart 
cases show their own picture ino a general 
observation, There will be accelerated respira- 
tion on exertion or excitement, one nay see an 
abnormal apex beat, and there may be some 
cyanosis of the tongue which becomes more 
marked on exertion. The eyes in most heart 
‘vases have usually a bold: appearance, 

Having taken general stoek and resolved that 
I have probably the chest to deal with, my 
further examination becomes more particular, 
While taking the pulse and temperature, | 
observe the rate and type of respiration. — I 
make a note of any abdominal respiratory 
restraint, accentuation or lift. On most casual 
inspection one can note if the intercostal muscles 
are working excessively, and making well- 
marked grooves between the ribs, Tf this 
feature is accompanied by a temperature, it is 
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almost certainly due to some acute heart or 
lung trouble. If there is no temperature, the 
chances are that it is a case of pleural effusion. 
I next compare the movement of the right and 
left side. The simplest way to observe this is 
to stand behind the dog and place the hands 
over the lateral aspect of the chest, spreading 
the fingers and keeping the thumbs near to the 
spine, This simple test will often show marked 
differences in expansion, as indicated by the 
movement of the hands. By observing the chest 
from above, one can also recognise abnormalities 
in shape. In emphysema, the chest tends to 


become more rounded = or dorso-ventrally 
flattened. It may be possible to recognise an 


asyumnetrical enlargement or contractions which 
accompany localised disease, such as those due 
to enlarged heart, new growth,  pleuritic 
effusions, etc. One should always be careful 
not to confuse the bulging in the left costal 
region, due to a full stomach, with some chest 
lesion. While the hands are still on the chest, 
abnormalities of the ribs and costal cartilage 
may be noted. The rounded enlargements 
‘alled the “ rickety rosary,” situated at = the 
costo-chondral junction, indicative of rickets and 
associated diseases, are often pronounced, 
Occasionally in an examination of the chest 
wall, one discovers enlarged or engorged vessels 
which may be the result of some chronic back 
pressure; or one may notice a hypersensitive 
condition of the skin which may indicate some 
central nerve lesion, some deficiency neuritis, or 
even local injury such as accompanies trauma 
or abscess formation. By applying pressure on 
the chest wall one can often provoke the pain 
reflex and cough associated with pleurisy. In 
acute lung lesions the skin is likely to be soft, 
and freely movable. In the more = chronic 
lesions, it may become dry, harsh and _ hide- 
bound, A chest case never becomes as 
dehydrated as does an abdominal or kidney one. 
By the sense of touch we can appreciate the 
position of the apex beat and so gain knowledge 
as to the size of the heart. From a study of 
the type of beat, we get considerable inferma- 
tion as to the functional efticiency of the heart. 
A marked thrill almost always indicates 
tachycardia or valvular dysfunction, It may 
also be noted after extreme excitement, such 
as racing. The absence of a palpable apex 
beat may indicate transposition of the heart, 
much fat, a failing heart or the presence of 
pleural or pericardial effusion. In the dog, one 
can sometimes appreciate what is called 
tactile vocal fremitus or tactile vibration, This 
is primarily due to the vibrations of the vocal 
cords which are conducted through — the 
trachea, bronchi and lung tissue to the chest 
wall. In man it can be produced at will, but 
in dogs the only time we can appreciate it is 
when they are in the “moaning” stage of 
respiratory disease. If it can be distinctly felt, 


it is indicative of some consolidation of lung 
tissue or adhesion of the lung to the chest 
wall. If it is absent in such a dog it may 
indicate that some of the smaller bronchi are 
occluded by bronchial excretions, or that it may 
be masked by some pleural effusion. I have on 
occasion experienced a fluid thrill. 
Percussion.—In the dog, we can practise both 
immediate and direct percussion, such as when 
a rib is tapped; or mediate, such as occurs 
when a finger is laid along an intercostal space 


and tapped. In the normal dog, a good 
resonant note is obtained over all accessible 


areas, except those occupied by the lower two- 
thirds of the heart and the area over-shadowed 
by the liver on the right side. Percussion is 
best practised in the erect position. It is also 
often useful to turn the dog on to its side or 
back in practising this act. The note is most 
distinct towards the costo-vertebral region, and 
its tone diminishes slightly as you approach 
the sternum. <A tympanitic note is always 
suspicious of a ruptured diaphragm, a dull note 
(in the lower half) of pleural effusion, and in 
such a case the note in the upper half. will 
give, by comparison, a hyper-resonant tone, In 
pleural effusion, the Change from one note to the 
other is often very sharp, and the level of the 
fluid can thereby be indicated. In emphysema, 
there is a hyper-resonant note, and the shape 


of the chest wall often assists in this 
diagnosis. 
Extensive areas of solidification or new 


growths will give a peculiar dull note, but, in 
my experience in the dog, these lesions have 
to be very extensive before they be 
recognised by percussion. In identifying such 
lesions and also enlarged bronchial glands, | 
have often gained much useful information by 
making use of percussion and the stethoscope. 
In the normal chest, if the stethoscope is applied 
to one side and a rib tapped on the opposite 
side, the sound is transmitted clear and sharp. 
In the case of enlarged bronchial glands, 
consolidated areas, ete., there are regions over 
which this sound is dulled or cannot be heard. 
I have recently seen the post-mortem on two 
dogs in which this sign particularly 


striking. In both cases, X-rays were taken and 
distinct opacities were shown, which subse- 
quently proved to be those of very large 


bronchial glands, affected with tuberculosis, 
Auscultation.—In the dog this is not, in my 
experience, the success that I would wish it 
to be. Often the breathing is so shallow and 
light that there is difficulty in appreciating any 
distinct sounds. Gross lesions, which lead to 
complete loss of breath sounds, may often be 
suspected, without any real foundation in fact. 
Auscultation is useful in pleurisy. In the dog 
the “rub” of dry and the clicking sound of 
plastic pleurisy is heard just under the stetho- 
scope. Once this sound is heard it is never 
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forgotten. Occasionally, we may appreciate the 
tinkling sound of fluid, and if the opposite side 
of the chest is struck with the finger, we may 
appreciate two sounds—first the direct note, and 
secondly, a sound due to the rebound of the 
fluid. This is also a useful test in abdominal 
ascites. 

RAles and ronchi when associated with other 
symptoms tell their own tale, but in the normal 
dog it is not unusual to hear sounds which 
are to all intents and purposes rales. They may 
only indicate some mucus, in the larger bronchi 
or trachea. I pay more attention to the 
crepitations, which we hear during inspiration, 
and which are of a sticky nature. These do 
indicate some abnormality in the air vesicles. 
They are often heard in the later stages of 
pneumonia, after the dry stage has been passed. 
They are also associated with the oedematous 
lung which sometimes accompanies back 
pressure and debility. I have often met with 
dogs in which the chest was just a musical 
box for no apparent reason. 

The character of the breath sounds, particu- 
larly as regards inspiration and expiration, is 
important. Normally, inspiration is longer than 
expiration, and the note transmitted from the 
trachea and bronchial tubes should be soft and 
low. If the expirations should exceed respira- 
tions in length, and a “ to-and-fro” tubular 
sound develops, this is highly suspicious of some 
interference with the elastic recoil of the lung, 
and may be due to pneumonia, or consolidation. 
If the expiratory sound develops a_ whistle, 
especially if that is towards its end, emphysema 
may be suspected. In auscultation of the chest, 
the characters of the heart sounds give us 
valuable information, apart from their bearing 
on the heart itself. If they are distant or not 
clearly heard, it may imply that we are dealing 
with a pleural or pericardial effusion ; a growth ; 
or consolidated, emphysematous or oedematous 
lungs. It may only indicate an undue amount 
of fat tissue. Quite often the sounds are 
diminished in one site and accentuated in 
another, which may imply that the heart has 
heen pushed or pulled from its normal site by 
pleural effusion, growth, cavity or abscess 
formation, or even fibrosis. 


A rubbing noise, which synchronises with the . 


heart beats, is most probably pericardial in 
origin. A similar sound associated, and co- 
incident with, respiratory movements is 
likewise significant of pleural trouble. 

Much ean be ascertained regarding the condi- 
tion of the heart itself, in auscultating the 
chest. One can gain an estimate of its size 
and position and its functional well-being. 

In this paper, time does not permit of a 
reasonable dissertation on the heart; such an 
effort would warrant an afternoon to itself. 
I will say, however, that in my experience 
organie disease is relatively uncommon. but 
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functional trouble is frequent. On the other 
hand, the dog’s heart seems to be able to 
compensate readily and react to stress excep- 
tionally well. I have auscultated many hearts, 
and have thus gained the impression that there 
Was something seriously wrong, and yet the 
animal has been able to carry on quite 
usefully. 

The most common adventitious heart sound 
in the dog is a systolic murmur which runs 
up to the first sound. It may even run into, 
and obscure, the first sound. It is associated 
with tricuspid regurgitation and a dilated heart. 
Another common sound is the very accentuated 
second sound which later may or may not be 
associated with a systolic murmur and is to 
be found in the case of chronic interstitial 
nephritis, 

What is the significance of: 

(a) Cyanosis of the visible membranes? 
Cyanosis in the dog always indicates some 
heart dysfunction. It may be secondary to lung 
or pleural lesions. Generally, however, it 
commonly indicates a back-pressure heart, 

(b) Anaemia is associated with chronic lung 
trouble. If accompanied by general wasting, 
I always suspect growth or tuberculosis. In 
the case of tuberculosis the most significant 
wasting is that of the temporal muscles. 

(c) Cough, There are certain types of cough 
in the dog which are almost pathognomonic of 
their exciting causes. First, there is the 
wheezy cough, somewhat resembling a foreed 
expiration, which is associated with heart 
trouble and emphysema. It is often ascribed 
to cardiac asthma. It occurs when the dog 
starts to move about. If that movement is not 
too vigorous, it disappears. It reappears when 
he stops and is accompanied by varying degrees 
of respiratory distress. 

(2) Another cough is the hard cough which 
occurs on movement and keeps on. It tends 
to settle when the dog resumes his rest. This 
is generally due to the lesions of the Oslerus 
osleri worm, which are, to be found at the 
tracheal bifurcation, 

(3) In pleurisy, a short, hard, painful cough 
is often shown on movement. In tuberculosis 
of the lung, the cough is again short. It tends 
to oceur in short spasms with a retching action 
at the end, 

(4) In mediastinal growth, the cough is 
similar to that of Oslerus osleri cases, but it 
is softer in character. Exertion or even feeding 
may excite it. 

(d) Vomiting may be met with in some 
diseases of the chest. An early pneumonic case 
may produce small and frequent watery 
vomica. The later case may produce the small 
“gaging” or retching vomit which is mostly 
due to the reflex irritation of small quantities of 
mucus in the larynx and pharynx. The 
oesophageal obstruction case has its own 
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peculiar type; it occurs within a few minutes 
of the partaking of solid food, Its characteristie¢s 
wre much froth, the fact that the material is 
practically unaltered in character, and there is 
ah absence of the strong odour of gastric juice. 
Another clinical characteristic of oesophageal 
obstruction is the peculiar licking or champing 
action of the mouth, with marked swallowing 
movements, 

There is one test in chronic chest cases, which 
I strongly advocate. This is paracentesis. If 
au blood-stained fluid is withdrawn, growth may 
be suspected. If it is clear, or a dirty grey 
in colour, L always suspect tuberculosis. If one 
can procure only a few drops of pleural fluid, 
much information may be gained. I have a 
very vivid recollection of three cases in which 
I was only able to get suflicient fluid to make 
one or two films. In each ease no difficulty 
Was encountered in demonstrating acid-fast 
baeilli. 

Finally, in cases of doubt, the bronchoscope 
und X-ray may be used. Growth, tluid, foreign 
bodies and enlargements of the heart can 
frequently be demonstrated by means of the 
X-ray. The bronchoscope is almost specific in 
the diagnosis of Oslerus osleri lesions, 

By this time I may have bored you enough, 
and I hope that you are all anxious to join in 
wu vigorous discussion. The object of this short 
paper, as you will judge, has not been to lay 
stress on any particular lesion but to emphasise, 
if possible, the useful information which may 
be gained by a simple clinical examination. 
Personally, in spite of much practice, the chest, 
particularly that part occupied by the lungs, 
still remains largely a mystery box, and 1 daily 
encounter cases in which my diagnosis has been 
at fault, 


Discussion 


Major Haminron Kirk, who opened the discus- 
sion on the foregoing paper, said:— 

Dr. MeCunn has written a most valuable and 
thoughtful paper upon a subject which is greatly 
neglected, but which lacks nothing of importance 
in consequence. It is characteristic of the 
author that he has expressed a consciousness 
of his ignorance, so frequently felt) when 
confronted by obscure illness. Dr. MeCunn is 
rather given to publishing his mistaken diag- 
noses and failings; but let it not be thought that 
he has more than have other veterinary surgeons: 
probably on the contrary. But he the 
courage to admit them, and in pointing out to 


others how and why he failed he is doing 
veterinary science a far greater service than is 
rendered by those who only” record — their 
SUCCESSES. 

[am not surprised to hear him tell you that 
“in spite of much practice, the chest. still 


remains (to him) largely a mystery box.” T have, 
myself, felt as frequently baffled as he, and 1 
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recall to mind a case in which he, another 
eminent veterinarian, and myself were in 
consultation upon a very much beloved Airedale. 

On September Sth it showed symptoms of 
rheumatism, appropriate treatment being pre- 
scribed. But it gradually became more and more 
lethargic until on October 12th [| was called 
again. Owing to occasional emesis, progressive 
emaciation and normal temperature, [ suspected 
kidney disease. The tested urine was, however, 
negative for albumen. Two days later, respira- 
tion had become increased, food was absolutely 
refused, temperature 103°, and auscultation 
revealed definilely increased vesicular rhonchi, 
as heard in bronchitis. The chest was 
auscullated and percussed by all three of us, 
and we all agreed the dog had either bronchitis 
or broncho-pneumonia. On the 16th the dog 
was greatly distressed and in a state of semi- 
collapse. It seemed, in fact, to be gasping for 
breath and we destroyed it. 

Upon posl-mortem the next day, the lungs were 
found to be quite healthy, the cause of death 
being inflammation of the entire alimentary 
canal (similar to that seen in Stuttgart). The dog 
showed nothing characteristic of such a disease, 
and we may perhaps be excused—in some 
measure—for not having diagnosed it. But this 
serves to illustrate how easily one can mistake 
one disease for the other. 

Incidentally, this brings me to a point in Dr. 
McCunn’s essay at which I find myself at 
variance with him. He says, “ Diagnosis is not 
the be-all and end-all, because unless we can 
prescribe a suitable treatment, diagnosis is of 
little value.” I cannot agree with this statemen: 
for one moment. | say that unless a correct 
diagnosis is first made, one cannot tell what is 
a suitable treatment. He, in fact, goes on to 
state that “it is often difficult) or almost 
impossible to determine whether an animal is 
affected in the chest or in the abdomen.” 
Upon his own admission then, unless he first 
diagnosed his disease he certainly could not 
apply specific or rational treatment. 

Personally, I think diagnosis is the greatest 
stumbling block of all, and the new (as well 
as the old) graduate must find it the most 
difficult task with which he is confronted 
(unless it is that of getting his clients to pay 
their bills). 

1 would have asked the essayist to tell us 
how to distinguish between congestion of the 
lungs and lobar pneumonia, and between bron- 
chitis and broncho-pneumonia; but I realise that 
such a question might be somewhat unfair and 
certainly difficult to answer, because in actual 
practice (as concerns animals) I believe the 
shades of difference are very fine and not easily 
distinguishable, 

The differences, as | think IT know them, arc 
that in the ordinary bronchitis, such as_ that 
which so often accompanies the early stages of 
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SOUND Nerves 


Veterinary Practitioners are well aware that adequate 
supplies of vitamin B are essential in order to ensure 
that the dog’s nervous system functions correctly. 
WINALOT, the genuine wholemeal food, is richly sup- 
plied with this factor, for this food incorporates the 
whole of the wheat, together with an additional supple- 
ment of wheat-germ—one of the most fertile sources of 
the vitamin B complex. For this purpose Spillers have 
an unrivalled supply of fresh wheat-germ from their own 
mills. With the exception of meat protein, WINALOT 
contains in perfectly balanced form all the essential 
nutritional accessories—vegetable protein for tissue and 
muscle building, fats and carbohydrates for energy 
and heat supply, and minerals and vitamins which act 
as general regulators of the body processes—particularly 
the nervous and digestive function. 


THE DOG'S WHOLEMEAL FOOD 


\\Biscurrs 


SPILLERS LIMITED, 40, ST. MARY AXE, LONDON, E.C.3 


WINALOT isa SPILLERS product 
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Introducing to the Veterinary Profession 


VERPINE 


ANTISEPTIC and GERMICIDE 


NON-POISONOUS NON-IRRITANT 


As used at the Royal Veterinary College, London. 


The successful results achieved with Verpine in Medical Practice led to investigations of its 

possible value to the Veterinary Surgeon. The clinical tests carried out indicate that it is an 

efficient, safe and pleasant Antiseptic for general use in Veterinary Surgery, and that, unlike 

the cresylic compounds, it may be used at effective strength with absolute confidence. Verpine 

has a Rideal-Walker coefficient of 3, mixes readily with hot or cold water in any proportion, 
and possesses a pleasant, fresh odour. 


A supply for trial with fully explanatory booklet, sent free to 
members of the profession upon request (please specify ‘‘Veterinary’’). 


C. G. FOX & COMPANY, LTD. . 61, ST. MARY AXE ' LONDON, E.C.3 


THE HOLBORN VETERINARY INSTRUMENTS “@€ 


R697. Hitching’s Hobbles as used at the Royal 
Veterinary College, suitable for any size horse up to 
ahunter. ‘The cuffs are made of strong leather and 
webbing and can be opened and the leg released 
during an operation, if required. 
Complete with 18 ft. of strong cotton rope, £3 3 


R645. Hitehing’s Horse R662. The Holborn Improved 


Gag, with strong, quick (ox Chloroform Mask with zip 
action thread and rubber fastener... 21/9 
lined jaws a 42/- R658. Ditto, with tapes .. 18/9 


R714. Farrier’s Firing Iron, line firing ... 3/6 R715. Hatchet Shape Firing Iron _ 3/6 


R732, Hitehing’s Hoof Section Saw pa 8/6 


-1937 Edition. Catalogue of The “ Holborn” Veterinary Instruments, containing over 1,000 illustrations, is now 
published and will be sent post free on request to any Veterinary Surgeon contemplating the purchase of Veterinary 
Instruments. "THE SurGicaL INSTRUMENT Co., Ltp., 26, THAvies INN, HOLBORN Circus, Lonpon, E.C.1. 
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distemper, the temperature is little, if at all 
elevated; the chest sounds are normal to 
percussion, but increased vesicular murmurs 
may be heard on auscultation which are either 
harsh and dry, or moist and rattling, according 
to the stage reached. But bronchitis may go 
on to bronchiolitis, i.e., capillary bronchitis. 
In the latter the temperature rises, dyspnoea is 
in evidence, and the cheeks may be blown out 
with each expiration. Cough in simple bron- 
shitis is very slight or may be altogether absent; 
in bronchiolitis it is usually more pronounced, 
but I do not consider that cough is much of a 
diagnostic guide in either case. 

Capillary bronchitis easily merges into 
catarrhal pneumonia and I venture to say there 
must be few (if any) veterinarians who could 
definitely distinguish one condition from the 
other by clinical examination alone. The 
patches of consolidation in catarrhal pneumonia 
are generally small and scattered, which renders 
their detection by percussion all the more 
difficult. 

Similarly, we would find great difficulty in 
distinguishing catarrhal. lobular, or broncho- 
pneumonia from the lobar or croupous form, 
if percussion and auscultation were alone to be 
relied upon. At the same time it is true that 
lobar pneumonia is rare in the dog, its onset is 
sudden with rigors, temperature is continuous 
and the disease is generally confined to one 
lung, over the whole of which dullness may be 
appreciated. Lobular pneumonia, on the other 
hand, is gradual in onset, usually preceded by 
bronchitis, the temperature is remittent and the 
patches of dullness are scattered. 

Oedema of the lungs is a_ not-infrequent 
termination of pneumonia and, in my experience, 
is extraordinarily fatal. It is a serous exudation 
into and around the air vesicles and is said 
never to be a primary condition. It may be 
induced by permitting a sick dog to lie too 
long upon one side, the under lung then 
becoming affected with hypostatic congestion, 
which is a synonym for oedema. {It causes great 
dyspnoea. Abundant moist crepitations may be 
heard through the stethoscope—particularly in 
the trachea—and the dog generally exudes a 
frothy, blood-stained liquid from the nostrils. 


The pulse will be very weak and probably 


hardly perceptible. 

Acute hyperaemia or congestion of the lungs 
is fortunately rather rare in dogs (and even 
more rare in cats) appearing, if at all, usually 
in racing or coursing greyhounds, or those 
forced to run long distances after traps or 
bicycles, etc., particularly during hot weather. 
This disease does not necessarily complicate 
another, but may appear spontaneously and 
suddenly, respiration being greatly accelerated, 
mucous membranes cyanosed, pulse full and 
bounding, the animal greatly distressed and 
probably near collapse. If the lungs are 
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excessively congested, haemorrhage and death 
may be the quick result. 

I apologise for going somewhat deeply into 
the differential diagnosis of this group of lung 
diseases, but I feel that it is extremely important 
to the clinician, and its mention is thereby 
justified. 

Dr. McCunn made no mention of asthma, and 
little of emphysema in dogs, and certainly did 
not tell us how the two conditions could be 


differentiated. In both we find a_ laboured, 
wheezy respiration and continuous cough, 
generally observed in old animals. But in 


asthma the attacks may be spasmodic and may 
depend upon heart disease, kidney disease, or 
sudden alterations of room temperature causing 
contraction of the bronchi. Percussion of the 
chest reveals no departure from normal. 

In emphysema, on the other hand, percussion 
produces a_ bi-lateral resonance, because the 
alveolar walls have broken down, permitting 
neighbouring alveoli to merge and form compara- 
tively large cavities. Emphysema usually is a 
sequel to pneumonia, is not spasmodic, but 
permanent, and its chief symptom is breathless- 
ness—especially after exertion. Dr. McCunn has 
emphasised that one of its characteristics is a 
rounded chest. 

He warned us not to confuse a bulging in the 
left costal region with some chest lesion. It 
reminded me of a client who came seven miles 
by taxi, in a state of great perturbation, because 
her puppy was inordinately swollen, breathing 
rapidly, and much distressed. Careful examina- 
tion of the animal, and questioning of the 
owner, soon satisfied me, however, that the case 
was one of gluttony, the pup having stolen 
another dog’s dinner besides consuming its own. 

The author stated that cyanosis always 
indicates some heart dysfunction. “ Always” is 
probably not the correct word, as in practice 
I have seen dogs which have been poisoned 
by coal gas and by carbon monoxide, exhibiting 
intense cyanosis. Surely the latter was due not 
to the heart but to the inability of the blood 
to retain oxygen. I have seen two recent cases 
of dislocated neck in racing greyhounds, each 
of which showed very marked cyanosis of the 
buccal mucous membranes. In these two cases, 
however, the shock might have affected the 
heart, 

I would like Dr. McCunn to explain in a little 
more detail just what he means by a_ back- 
pressure heart. 

The essayist tells us that the hard type of 
cough is generally due to the Oslerus osleri worm 
at the tracheal bifurcation. The discovery of 
this worm must be very rare in actual practice 
and I would like to ask whether the hollow, 
barking, hard cough of dogs is not, in fact, more 
frequently due to laryngitis. I have known many 
dogs, which have come into my boarding kennels 
year after year, to spend probably 18 hours out 
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of each 24, barking as hard as they could; and 
when they have gone home they have had 
harsh dry laryngitic coughs, nothing whatever 
to do with nematode infection, 

Professor McCunn states that “in examining 
a chest wall one may occasionally discover 
enlarged or engorged vessels.” How is this 
done I wonder? Are these vessels on the skin 
surface, subcutaneous, or embedded in the inter- 
costals, or where? And how would one feel 
them? 

He says, too, that by the sense of touch we 
can appreciate the position of the apex beat 
and so gain knowledge as to the size of the 
heart. I think we would really be unable to 
arrive at any safe deduction in this way, because 
the position of the apex could easily be altered 
by pressure exerted from various directions by 
abscesses, effusions, growths, or even diaphragm- 
atic hernia, 

Could Dr. MeCunn tell me what condition of 
the lung he thinks is present when, upon 
auscultation, one hears normal murmurs at 
inspiration, but whistling, wheezing, and grunt- 
ing with each expiration? This is a common 
occurrence, 

As radiography is one of my special studies 
I can hardly resume my seat without making 
some special reference to its value in examina- 
tion of the chest. As compared with its use 
in human medicine, I must admit that veterinary 
radiology lies a bit behind; but this is probably 
due more to expense than to any other reason. 
If people would as readily submit to the expense 
of radiographs for their animals as they do for 
themselves, then veterinary radiologists would 
doubtless soon perfect the methods of diagnosis 
known to be possible and practicable. 

Good radiographs may reveal the following 
abnormalities: Fractured ribs, oesophageal 
foreign bodies, compression or displacement of 
the trachea or oesophagus by abscess or growth, 
diaphragmatic hernia, some of the neoplasms 
(especially if encapsulated), deviation from 
normal in size and position of the heart, 
increased lung density due to consolidation, 
fibrosis, new growth, etc., tuberculous glands, 
abscesses, and pleuritic fluid. Of course the 
human radiologist puts X-rays to even more 
diagnostic uses than these, so far as the chest 
is concerned. I would be happy to see veter- 
inary practitioners make much greater use of this 
valuable diagnostic aid. 

I fear I have occupied a great deal too much 
time in my opening, but the field is so wide 
that one can really only touch the fringe of 
the subject in the short time at one’s disposal. 

I thank Dr. McCunn for his painstaking and 
lucid paper, and you, Mr. President and gentle- 
men, for permitting me to discuss it. 


Mr. Scorr Dunn, after expressing his apprecia- 
tion of the paper and Major Kirk’s opening 
of the discussion, stated that many dogs 
were supposed to have bad hearts and that, 
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for this reason, it was said to be impossible for 
them to be operated on. He had operated on 
such dogs successfully, however, and it was his 
opinion that the “thrill” in dog’s hearts was 
due to the fact that they were highly nervous. 
He thought relatively few dogs had bad hearts. 

Mr. L, S. Baus said that surely there was a 
temperature in the case of a dog suffering from 
pleurisy with effusion? He would also like to 
know about the cough, known as “kennel 
cough,” which dogs develop and which caused 
them to make a terrible noise. He had always 
taken it to be a form of laryngitis. 

Mr. H. W. STEELE-BopGER stated that some of 
Professor McCunn’s statements he regarded as 
really remarkable and their accuracy as being 
open to some doubt. With regard to Major Kirk’s 
remarks as to the use of X-ray, he considered 
the important thing was to know what was a 
normal photograph before one could say what 
was an abnormal one. Until such time as we 
had a photograph of a normal chest or a series 
of photographs of such chests, we could not 
estimate the value of X-ray. He_ quoted an 
instance of a dog which had been X-rayed and 
the pene showed a foreign body in the 
kidney which had been diagnosed as a stone. 
The dog was sent to him and he X-rayed it from 
a different position and the resultant photograph 
showed quite clearly that the dog had a calcified 
. . here was too much use of X-rays, in 
1is Opinion, for it was liable to diminish skill 
in clinical examination. 

Major HAmILTon Kirk said that two-thirds of 
the value of X-rays lay in interpretation and 
one-third in clarity of the photograph. It was 
best to take a number of photographs of normal 
chests and then compare with the abnormal. 
He had had the opportunity of visiting a firm 
of X-ray experts and had seen some remarkable 
films showing chest adhesions perfectly clearly. 
With regard to Mr. Bodger’s example of the 
stone in the kidney, he had had a similar 
experience with a cat. X-ray photographs should 
always be taken from two different angles. 

Dr. A. WESTERMAN, having expressed his 
pleasure at the receipt of an invitation to attend 
the meeting, spoke of Professor McCunn’s refer- 
ence to Dr. Robert Hutchison and stated that that 
gentleman summed up his cases as faith, hope 
and charity: faith—diagnosis, hope—prognosis, 
charity—the fee, From the medical point of 
view the method was inspection, percussion and 
auscultation. X-ray did have the effect of leading 
one to lose the value of this and this was not 
good for either medical or veterinary science. 
With regard to the “thrill” in the hearts of 
dogs, whenever they got a “thrill” in medical 
work they always diagnosed organic disease. 
He wondered whether blood pressures were ever 
taken in dogs. Professor McCunn had referred 
to the dog’s chest as being a mystery box aid 
this also held good with the human chest. One 
of the ways of solving such mysteries was to 
have such meetings and to take part in 
discussion. 

Sir FREDERICK Honpay also considered the chest 
a mystery box: from discussion much knowledge 
was gained. One advantage a medical man had 
over a veterinary surgeon was the frequency 
with which he was able to examine expectorate. 
Dr. McCunn had drawn attention to the wastie 
of the masseter muscles particularly in cases 0 
tuberculosis. This wasting was a very good aid 
to diagnosis of such cases. After many years 
of practice he was quite prepared to admit the 
difficulties presented af chest diseases; there 
were only a few in which one could make a 
rapid diagnosis. X-ray was undoubtedly a great 
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help in disease of the chest as in abdominal 
cases, but not to the same extent. One must 
have considerable experience before being able 
to make an accurate diagnosis. He had always 
been taught as a student that the dog had an 
intermittent heart and that two out of every six 
dogs always died under chloroform. This idea 
had now been exploded and it was really only 
excitement which made the dog’s heart “ thrill.” 
Mr, Steele-Bodger’s case of a calcified gland 
being mistaken for a stone in the kidney was an 
example of the necessity of being able to 
interpret skiagraphs accurately and of how 
essential it was that they should be taken from 
two different positions. He had once diagnosed 
“ foreign body ” in a dog, which, if he had taken 
the plate from two positions, he would not have 
diagnosed as such. Professor McCunn had 
brought forward a good paper for discussion and 
they would all profit by it. 

Mr. R. J. Stow enquired, with regard to the 
auscultation of the dog’s chest, what means 
Professor McCunn would adopt to listen to the 
chest in the case of a Pekingese which was 
continually snoring through the nose. With 
regard to chronic cough in dogs, he had the 
idea that it was something to do with a gastric 
condition and that if the stomach was treated 
one could get rid of the cough. 


THe REPLY 


Professor McCunn, in reply, said he was sorry 
that he had not been so eloquent as Major Kirk 
but the latter had the opportunity of harrowing 
the ground which he (the essayist) had_ to 
plough. However, he thought that Major Kirk 
had let him off lightly. 

Major Kirk had started by referring to a case 
in which he had made a mistake. He would 
remind Major Kirk that he had only been in 
at the death, but he also felt that this particular 
case was one of those which justified his paper. 

The dog in question had pronounced adventi- 
tous sounds of all varieties and in all areas of 
his lungs. He was moribund and _ taking all 
signs into consideration, one would think that 
it was a case of terminal broncho-pneumonia. 

As regards diagnosis, Major Kirk had mis- 
understood his remarks. He did not desire to 
detract from the value of a correct diagnosis. 
Of late, however, he had observed that there 
was a mania for diagnosis. There were many 
cases in which a diagnosis could not be made 
but symptomatic treatment could be given. Many 
of these cases recovered although one did not 
know what had been wrong. 

With regard to differentiating between the 
yneumonias, he was assisted by their incidence. 
.obar pneumonia was not common whereas 
broncho-pneumonia was very often met with. 
He had only seen one case of lobar pneumonia, 
which had been diagnosed in life, substantiated 
at post-mortem. Acute oedema of the lungs and 
of the larynx was practically always fatal. Acute 
hyperaemia or congestion of the lungs might 
occur very suddenly and with treatment dis- 
appear just as suddenly. He did not think that 
true asthma occurred in dogs. The term asthma 
was commonly used for convenience. It was 
common in Pekingese dogs and it usually 
indicated heart dysfunction. 

With regard to cyanosis, he stood corrected. 
He had also seen dogs exhibiting cyanosis when 
under the effects of carbon monoxide and coal 
gas. 
In cases of Oslerus osleri cysts at the tracheal 
bifurcation he had been introduced to a line 
of treatment by Mr. P. J. Cautley. With the aid 
of the bronchoscope the area was swabbed with 
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tincture of iodine. 
for seven weeks. 

In cases of chronic cough the trachea should 
always be examined. The large vessels felt on 
the chest were skin vessels which were often 
engorged with blood in cases of mediastinal 
growth. Normal inspiration and wheezy expira- 
tion was to be noted in the emphysematous dog. 

He agreed with Mr, Scott Dunn in his remarks 
re hearts and operations. He had never refused 
lo operate on a dog because of a bad heart if 
such an operation was really a necessity. <A 
dog’s heart seemed to have tremendous reserve 
and power for compensation. The condition to 
which Mr. Dunn referred was of a functional 
nature and he called it “neurotic heart.” It 
could be observed during the excitement stage 
of anaesthesia. When this stage had passed the 
heart soon settled. 

’ In cases of inflammatory pleurisy with effusion 
there was always a temperature. In_the case of 
tuberculous effusion this was not the case. 

Replying to Mr. Steel-Bodger, he did not think 
that he had made any statements which could 
not be substantiated. Mr. Steele-Bodger must 
not jump to conclusions. <A fisherman always 
threw bait to the fish. He would remind him 
of the story of the mother fish and her son 
George who were oul for an afternoon’s swim. 
George saw a worm and turning to his mother 
said: “ Mother, I conclude that is a worm.” The 
mother replied, “Yes, George, that is a worm. 
but you must not jump to conclusions, for it 
is on a hook.” 

Major Kirk already’ replied quite 
adequately to the remarks regarding the use of 
the X-ray as a means of diagnosis. He, personally, 
did not claim any knowledge of the physical 
side but he could read films with some degree 
of accuracy. To his mind, there were two 
essentials to accurate reading: first, a reasonable 
anatomical knowledge secondly, two 
different views, 

With regard to the question of “ thrills,” in 
human medicine a_ thrill had considerable 
significance and in his experience the same 
applied in veterinary science. 

He had done a litthe work on the blood 
pressure in the dog. In most dogs the range 
was 120 to 140. 

The wasting of the temporal muscles in tuber- 
culosis sciaet be confused with another condition 
which, as far as he knew, had no relation. to 
tuberculosis. In these cases attention was first 
drawn to the fact that the animal was unable 
to open its mouth. It was impossible to open 
the jaws even if strong traction were used. 
Later the jaw would drop a little and then the 
animal could neither open nor completely close 
its mouth. The next stage was one of wasting 
muscle and the masseter was the most affected. 
If the masseters were examined it would be 
found that most of the muscle tissue would be 
gone and the fibrous part of the muscle very 
evident. He was of the opinion that these cases 
followed some lesion of the mandibular nerve. 
This view was supported by the fact that in 
some of the cases a return to normal took place 
after. an interval of six to twelve months. 

With regard to the snoring in Pekingese dogs, 
he was of the opinion that this was primarily 
due to an elongated soft palate impinging on 
the epiglottis. It could be temporarily sus- 
pended during auscultation by holding the jaws 
together or applying a little pressure to the 
laryngeal region. 


In one case this gave relief 


(Concluded at foot of Col. 1, page 366.) 
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Further Veterinary 
Representation on the 
Committee on Veterinary 
Education 


HERE are ever-increasing signs that not 
only the general public, but even the more 
conservative government departments are 
preparing to recognise the legitimate claims of 
individual members of our profession to under- 
take a fuller share of the responsibility for 
making those important decisions which 
concern veterinary affairs in this country. To 
one of these indications we referred in our last 
issue; namely, the acceptance by Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge of the invitation from the Minister 
of Agriculture to serve upon the Committee on 
Veterinary Education. That body, as was 
mentioned in Notes and News, now has its 
veterinary representation increased to two out 
of a total of six members. 

It has for long been the policy of the 
N.V.M.A, to press for greater representation of 
veterinary interests on official committees, etc., 
which may be concerned with veterinary 
matters. The N.V.M.A, strove for some time 
to secure adequate representation con_ this 
particular committee but, unfortunately, 
apparently without success. It is, however, 
perfectly justifiable to assume that the efforts 
made by the N.V.M.A. and by the Parliamentary 
Science Committee, have not been without 
result in that further veterinary representation 
has now been added to the Committee on 
Veterinary Education. Even if we cannot 
specifically congratulate ourselves that we have 
secured representation as a National body, we 
can certainly congratulate ourselves that Dr. 
Wooldridge, a member of our profession and 
an active member of the N.V.M.A., has been 
invited to serve upon it. Further, we would 


In reply to Mr. Stow, gastric cough was the 
name given to the deep cough which was often 
associated with digestive troubles. It might be 
that it was due to some reflex vagal irritation, 
as was said to be the case in emphysema of 
the horse. 

He thanked Major Kirk and all the other 
members and visitors present for the gentle way 
in which they had treated both him and his 


paper. 


take this opportunity to congratulate Dr. 
Wooldridge himself upon his election. 

There must be few members of our ranks 
who have had such experience of teaching 
outside the profession as has Dr. Wooldridge. 
His career, firstly at Cambridge and later at 
the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine, has brought him into intimate touch 
with men of the highest eminence in medicine 
and science. He has for many years been a 
very active member of the Council of the 
N.V.M.A, and has ably served as Chairman 
and otherwise upon very many of its sub- 
committees. In these and other ways he has 
kept himself fully informed and_ up-to-date 
concerning the intricacies and inter-relationships 
of modern veterinary thought and development. 
Occupying, as he does, a post which relieves 
him from the necessity of having to concern 
himself with any one particular aspect of 
veterinary activity, he has been able to bring 
a clear and unbiased judgment to bear both 
upon purely domestic and on political veterinary 
problems. We feel that in the persons of 
Mr. John Smith and Dr. Wooldridge the 
profession has two extremely able representa- 
tives, while the personnel of the Committee on 
Veterinary Education has been reinforced in a 
way which will ensure that its deliberations 
and ultimate findings will be both comprehensive 
and conclusive. It is our conviction that the 
lack of some such detailed and specific practical 
experience of veterinary education, research, 
and administration as are now secured upon 
this committee, has on past occasions been 
responsible for the adverse and inconclusive 
reports of some government commissions and 
departmental committees. We now feel that we 
can await the report on Veterinary Education 
with greater equanimity. 


Cruelty to Animal 


HIS subject has recently been so much 
before the public that the time perhaps 
is opportune for the making of some comment. 
It would seem to be invidious—it certainly 
would be a mere plagiarism—to make the 
statement in this journal that no body of 
human beings is collectively and individually 
more earnestly and honestly concerned with 
the suppression of the infliction of suffering 
upon our dumb comrades than the veterinary 
profession, no matter how accidentally, how 
innocently, how ignorantly or how intentionally, 
that suffering may be caused, 
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Much has been said and written as to the 
apparent inadequateness of the penalties that 
have been imposed upon persons convicted of 
gross cruelty, and in support of the view that 
the imposition in some instances of a term 
of imprisonment would have been more 
appropriate; there has, too, been an attempt 
to make much of the apparent inconsistency of 
these penalties as estimated in their direct 
proportion to the severity of the crime. We 
would commend to our readers the reply, which 
was published in our issue of March 6th last, 
given by the Home Secretary in the House of 
Commons, in regard to these points. 

The correctness and fairness of his statement 
“it is for the convicting court to decide, in its 
discretion, what is the proper penalty to 
impose in any particular case within the 
maximum allowed by law ” must be appreciated 
by those veterinary practitioners who frequent 
the courts as expert witnesses in charges of 
cruelty to animals. They know that the 
majority of cases arise from pure ignorance or 
forgetful stupidity on the part of the offenders ; 
and only those in court during the hearing of 
au case ure in a position to appreciate the many 
other small points that may influence, and 
rightly influence, those responsible for passing 
judgment, 

If to some of us as veterinary surgeons when 
reading reports of cases at the trial of which 
we have not been present, and especially in 
the very severe cases in which no professional 
evidence is called, there comes the doubt 
whether all the evidence both for and against 
has been presented and assessed its 
fundamentally correct value, this is no criticism 
of the sentence passed, nor is it an indication 
that those having these thoughts are lacking 
in any degree in those feelings of humanity 
we all claim; nor, on the other hand, that 
they are fanatically sentimental. That some 
of us do have these doubts should be accepted 
as an indication that in all the more serious 
‘ases, we would welcome the utilisation of our 


special knowledge of the animal body in health. 


and in disease. Might we not go so far as to 
say that we should vigorously strive, or even 
demand, that it should be made available? 

A recently published report of a case of 
cruelty was accompanied by a_ revolting 
photograph. This photograph must have 
prompted many such doubts, these varying in 
the individual. That a fine of £5 had been 
imposed on one person and another of £20 upon 
a second, stamped the case as one of the most 
callous cruelty, but even so, we consider we are 
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justified in questioning the strict propriety of 
the appearance of such a photograph. We 
‘annot doubt, quite apart from its purpose of 
serving to illustrate the seriousness of the case, 
how its morbid pitifulness would arouse 
agonies of sentimentality in many. It is in 
respect of this latter that we question the 
propriety of its use. We have intentionally 
used the term “morbid pitifulness ” because 
the intensified hollowness and sympathetic 
appeal which with our intimate experience we 
know the lifeless animal body to assume, was 
Clearly apparent. Similarly, too, observation 
of the breed portrayed must have suggested 
mental pictures of some of the diseased 
conditions to which it is particularly susceptible ; 
Inany Of us must have seen greyhounds rapidly 
reduced by disease to a like condition—and 
live, 

The whole profession must have noticed with 
extreme satisfaction how the sincerity of the 
views expressed during the recent debate in 
the House of Commons on the Exportation of 
Horses Bill, which was published in our issue 
of March 18th and which we also recommend 
for careful perusal by all our members, was 
immeasurably enhanced by its genuine 
moderation and fairness, and the profession 
must be intensely gratified by the immediate 
reward it earned. We do not hesitate to assert 
that this particular debate has done more to 
harmonise the varying grades of thought, and 
to stimulate the active support of the majority 
towards the effective prevention of cruelty to 
animals than all distorted alarmist 
propaganda preying upon the sentimentality of 
the minority has ever done. And the necessity 
for arousing the active interest of all in the 
maintenance of the deservedly high reputation 
the British race holds in regard to humanity 
to dumb animals is clearly demonstrated by 
figures taken from last year’s report of the 
R.S.P.C.A. Over 30,000 cases of cruelty were 
reported to this Society last year, the great 
majority of which were trivial acts of 
thoughtless neglect; but that the, Society had 
to investigate 150 more cases of serious cruelty 
than in the previous year is cause for great 
coneern to all lovers of animals and to the 
veterinary practitioner in particular. We say 
the veterinary practitioner in particular because 
we are not  unmindful how suburban 
development and extending housing schemes 
have allowed thousands to indulge their in-born 
instincts of animal ownership. Many are 
woefully ignorant from enforced lack of 
experience, and in this ignorance may _ be 
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unwittingly guilty of cruelty, possibly gross 
cruelty. It is even possible that the increased 
number of cases already quoted may partly be 
accounted for in this way. 

There is here a_ wide 
veterinary surgeon can, and will, exert an 
incomparable influence by his advice and 
teaching towards the prevention of cruelty to 
animals rather than the registration of 
convictions, The former is the ideal to be 
aimed at, for no monetary fine or term of 
imprisonment, no matter how beneficially it 
may work as a deterrent, will wipe out or 
mitigate one reflex of unnecessary pain a 
single animal has suffered. And in this respect 
we would refer to the commendable action of 
a magistrate who recently, while registering a 
conviction, disallowed costs to a _ Society 
inspector because he had deliberately stood by 
and allowed a technical infringement of the 
law to take place in regard to failing to affix 
side guard-rails to a ramp while unloading 
animals from a cattle van, 


4 


field in which the 


+ * * * * 


The Exportation of Horses 
Bill 

N Friday, March 5th, Mr. E. A. Radford’s 

Exportation of Horses Bill was read a 
second time without a division and committed 
to a Standing Committee. The Bill is designed 
to stop the existing export of work-worn horses 
from this country for slaughter, or for further 
work prior to slaughter, abroad, and involves 
no interference whatever with the export or 
re-export of young and valuable horses. In 
recommending the House to give the Bill a 
Second Reading, Mr. W. S. Morrison, the 
Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, stated 
that he was “ prepared to work with Honour- 
able Members to make the Bill a med#sure 
which will secure the purposes which they have 
in mind.” This promise should ensure the safe 
passage of the Bill through the House of 
Commons with any amendments that may be 
necessary to make it, what every one of its 
promoters would wish it to be, a thoroughly 
practical Act of Parliament. 

The International League to Prevent the 
Export of Horses for Butchery is to be warmly 
congratulated on the prospect of seeing at last 
the fruits of its many years’ labour. Tributes 
to its work and to Sir George Cockerill, its 
Honorary Director, were paid both by Mr. 
Daniel Hopkin, who was in charge of the Bill 


in 1936, when, through no fault of his, it could 
not come up for discussion; and by Mr. 
J. Henderson Stewart, whose close association 
with the promotion of the measure since 1933 
has proved invaluable. 

There is little doubt that hitherto the 
International League’s efforts to enlighten the 
public on the real nature of the problem have 
been continually hampered by the intervention 
of well-meaning but uninstructed societies and 
persons who have unwittingly confused the 
issues and prejudiced the cause for which they 
believed themselves to be working. Mr. 
Morrison, in his sympathetic speech, made a 
dignified and just protest against “ bodies which 
appeal to the public for subscriptions ” without 
imposing “ upon themselves where the law does 
not impose it upon them, a certain standard of 
common veracity.” He was, however, careful 
to exempt from this rebuke the Royal Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and 
the International League to Prevent the Export 
of Horses for Butchery, contrasting their 
procedure with that of other bodies “ not so 
fair or generous.” 

There was in existence, prior to 1925, another 
Exportation of Horses Bill, known as Lord 
Lambourne’s Bill, which was drafted on 
different lines. It contemplated securing the 
same end as Mr. Radford’s Bill by means of 
an export tax. A Departmental Committee 
which sat in 1925 to enquire into the export 
of horses to the Continent reported that a high 
export tax or examination fee was unnecessary 
and impracticable. In consequence that Bill 
was dropped, and it became necessary to devise 
a new measure. In so doing certain suggestions 
which were brought before the Departmental 
Committee during its enquiry were adopted; 
and the late Miss A. M. F. Cole, who founded 
the International League in 1927, gave instruc- 
tions for the drafting of the first Bill on the 
present lines. This was introduced by Mr. 
Ammon, in that year, Since that date, the 
Bill has been re-introduced year by year. From 
1927 to December, 1929, Mr. Ammon was its 
sponsor; from then to July, 1931, Mr. Broad 
took his place; Colonel Moore and Miss 
Horsbrugh presented the Bill in May and 
November, 1932, respectively; Mr. Henderson 
Stewart had charge of it from 19338 to 1936, 
until Mr. Hopkin, in February, 1936, having 
won a place in the Ballot for Private 
Members’ Bills, adopted it. In November last 
Mr. Radford was successful in the Ballot and 
took the Bill in hand. All these Members of 
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Parliament worked in close collaboration with 
the International League, which was recognised 
as the society responsible for the Bill and 
specially concerned with its promotion. The 
National Council to Prevent the Export of 
Horses for Butchery, founded in 1921, with 
which the International League is now amal- 
gamated, has for many years advocated the 
same cause. That society had on its executive 
Mr. and Mrs. Roper-Lumley-Holland, who were 
among the earliest pioneers in this movement. 
The Council of the R.S.P.C.A., too, through Sir 
Robert Gower, its present Chairman, has given 
the International League every encouragement 
and support. 

It has been clear for a long time past that 
public opinion was strongly behind the move- 
ment to prohibit the export of “ work-worn” 
horses, but that, if Parliament was to be 
induced to pass the necessary legislation, it 
must be convinced that a case existed for the 
Bill and that the problem could not be solved 
by tightening up the existing regulations 
enforceable on this side. Allegations against 
the Ministry’s officials, besides being unfair and 
ill-founded, could not help the cause of the 
animals, since the evils of which we complain 
lie across the water. Such allegations, more- 
over, alienate the sympathies of Members 
of Parliament and tend to discredit the whole 
movement. To remove the prejudice created by 
irresponsible and ill-informed advocacy, it was 
necessary to secure the practical sympathy of 
men of sound judgment and recognised 
authority. It was a great advantage to the 
International League when Professor’ Sir 
Frederick Hobday joined it as Honorary Con- 
sulting Veterinary Adviser and placed his great 
experience at its disposal. Much was gained, 
too, when Mr. Henderson Stewart, M.P., crossed 
the Channel to investigate and satisfy himself 
regarding the conditions in which old horses of 
little value are, more often than not, condemned 
to work. When Sir Frederick Hobday and Mr. 


Radford followed his lead and visited Belgium, 


those who were privileged to be present at the 
Debate in the House of Commons on Friday of 
last week will have judged for themselves the 
immediate and profound effect on the House 
of their first-hand evidence regarding conditions 
abroad. It was, as Wing-Commander Wright, 
M.P., observed, hypocrisy to complain of the 
sale of a large number of our more or less 
work-worn Army horses on the Continent in 
1919 while we continue to-day to send abroad 
horses in much the same state, and in the full 


knowledge that they are going to finish their 
lives in exactly the same manner. 

This was evidently the view which the House 
took of the matter. The unanimous Report of 
the Departmental Committee of 1925 had 
proved that Lord Lambourne’s Bill was not a 
practical means of securing the object of its 
promoters. Major Hill, m.p., the Chairman of 
that committee, and two of its members, the 
Marquess of Titchfield, m.p., and Mr. Hayday, 
M.P., accepted the principle of Mr. Radford’s 
Bill and all concurred with Sir Frederick 
Hobday, who also had served on the committee, 
in thinking that the time had come to place it 
upon the Statute Book in such form as would 
best secure its object. The Debate closed 
appropriately with thanks to the Minister for 
his sympathetic attitude and to the Port 
Veterinary Inspectors for their humane inter- 
pretation of their instructions; and Mr. 
Henderson Stewart, in his closing words, took 
the opportunity of offering his personal con- 
gratulations to Sir George Cockerill, the Hon. 
Director of the International League, on having 
lived to see, as a result of persistent effort, the 
Exportation of Horses Bill receive a unanimous 
Second Reading in a crowded House. 

We may hope that the Third Reading will 
have an equally satisfactory passage through 
the House, for while we have nothing but 
admiration for the way in which the veterinary 
inspectors at the ports have carried out their 
duties, yet since there is evidence that the 
animals exported may be submitted subsequently 
to ill-treatment, we, as a_ profession, whole- 
heartedly support any measure to remove such 
cruelty as may still exist. We congratulate 
the promoters of the present Bill on their just 
handling of the question, 


AGRICULTURAL SCHOLARSHIPS 


The Ministry invites applications for the 
under-mentioned scholarships which are being 
offered for award this year under the scheme 
of scholarships for the sons and daughters of 
agricultural workmen and others:— 


Ten Senior Scholarships, tenable at Agricul- 
tural Colleges or University. Departments of 
Agriculture, for diploma or degree courses in 
an agricultural subject, or at Veterinary Colleges 
for courses in veterinary science; 

Ten Extended Junior Scholarships (for those 
who have already held Junior Awards), and 
120 Junior Scholarships, tenable at Farm 
Institutes or similar institutions, for courses not 
exceeding a year in duration, in agriculture, 
horticulture, dairying, or poultry husbandry. 


i 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATIONS 


Diaphragmatic Hernia in 
a Small Bitch 


J. REX, M.R.C.v.s. 
BEXLEYHEATH 
and 
A. E. LEAVER 


RoyvaL VETERINARY COLLEGE, LONDON 


Subject—-Black and tan mongrel bitch; 
believed by owner to be about 18 months old, 
and about 12 Ib, in weight. 

History.—This subject was brought into a 
free clinic for treatment because for a period 
of six months or so she had been considerably 
distressed in her breathing, particularly after 
exercise, which, if excessive, brought about 
attacks of coughing. Her appetite was normal, 
but she had been progressively losing condition 
and recently had periods of vomiting and 
capricious appetite. No other abnormalities 
were observed. 
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Clinical Examination.—Upon examination the 
bitch was seen to be very thin and considerably 
“tucked up”. There was obvious dyspnoea, but 
the temperature and mucous membranes were 
normal, and the eyes bright. The pulse was 
irregular and weak. 

Auscultation revealed very indistinet and 
dulled lung sounds, but the heart was most 
distinct, though weakened and evidencing 
obvious valvular incompetence. 

’alpation of the abdomen revealed a surpris- 
ing emptiness of the cavity with no sign of 
foreign body or neoplastic growth or enlarged 
glands to account for the vomiting or progres- 
sive wasting. 

The animal appeared to be able to walk all 
right, but it was noticed that any exertion gave 
rise to increased dyspnoea and some coughing. 

On carefully questioning the owner the 
further history was elicited that about six 
months ago the bitch had gone out alone and 
returned home in a distressed condition. She 
had several abrasions and it was then that the 
dyspnoea was first noticed. The owner surmised 
that she had been “ bumped” by a ear. 


| 
Lot 
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Diagnosis.—Careful consideration of all the 
symptoms and the history led to a tentative 
diagnosis of a ruptured diaphragm and an X-ray 
was suggested. 

Prognosis.—The circumstances of the owner 
and the attitude, together with the condition of 
the animal, encouraged one to give a most 
unfavourable prognosis and advise destruction 
if radiography confirmed diagnosis. 

Technique.—There being no barium sulphate 
in the pharmacy, bismuth carbonate was used 
instead. It was mixed with liquid paraffin to 
form a thin paste. The subject having been 
without food for twelve hours, this was 
administered as follows :— 

An hour-and-a-half before we were ready to 
radiograph, three large teaspoonfuls of the 
paste were given, and though this was forcibly 
administered the patient did not appear to 
dislike it or attempt to vomit it. Half-an-hour 
later three further teaspoonfuls were given and 
immediately prior to taking the radiograph the 
remaining two teaspoonfuls were administered. 
The object of this procedure was to try and 
ensure that the meal penetrated the greater 
part of the small intestine, since, if our diag- 
nosis was correct, we could not be sure what 
portion of the alimentary canal was herniated. 
It is interesting to note that when the animal 
was placed upon the table the liquid paraffin 
and some of the bis. carb. was already seeping 
past the anal sphincter, thus demonstrating 
the rapidity with which liquid paraffin traverses 
the alimentary canal. 

The radiograph was taken with the subject 
lying on the right side, it being considered that 
a photograph taken’in one plane would be 
sufficient. Using a Watson Sunic Junior X-ray 
outfit with intensifying screen, an exposure of 
two seconds was given. The resultant picture 
was most satisfactory and fully confirmed the 
diagnosis, and in view of this destruction was 
carried out. 

Post-mortem Examination—A post-mortem 
examination revealed a huge rent in the right 
side of the diaphragm, with the stomach, two 
lobes of the liver, and a considerable length of 
duodenum and jejunum in the thoracic cavity. 
The heart was very considerably dilated, and 
because of these two factors the lungs were 
pushed right forward into the anterior portion 
of the thoracic cavity and showed extensive 
collapse. The liver was much congested. 

Discussion.—The most remarkable feature of 
this case is the long time that the animal had 
existed with such a huge diaphragmatic hernia, 
coupled with the extensive collapse of the lung. 
It is surprising that the subject remained as 
well as she did, and it was felt that with 
careful treatment the bitch might have lived a 
considerable time longer. 

It has been suggested that had a radiograph 
been taken in two planes it would have been 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


No. 12. Vou. 49. 371 


possible to locate exactly the site of the hernia. 
This is agreed, since on account of the greatly 
dilated heart and extensive atelectasis percus- 
sion would have been of little diagnostic value. 

The small size of the lungs and their extreme 
anterior situation explain the complete absence 
of lung sounds on auscultation, 

Another point, strikingly confirmed in radio- 
graphy, is the emptiness of the abdomen; on 
palpation this becomes a very useful diagnostic 
feature. In this case screening alone would 
have given equally satisfactory, more rapid and 
less expensive results. 

It is also interesting to find that a blow 
which was sufliciently severe to force the soft 
viscera through the comparatively resistant 
diaphragm should have caused the animal so 
little apparent discomfort and produced only 
slight external lesions. 


* * * * 


A Preliminary Note on the 
Occurrence of Bartonella 


canis in Dogs in India 
H. N. RAY and J. A. IDNANI 


(From the Imperial Veterinary Research 
Institute, Muktesar, India) 


The object of this note is to record the 
presence of Bartonella canis Kikuth (1928) in 
dogs from this part of the world. From what 
we have seen so far of this organism, we are 
inclined to suggest that one of the types of 
obscure canine fevers met with in India may 
be caused by this parasite in the blood. The 
strain is complicated with another’ blood 
parasite of the indigenous dogs, vis., Babesia 
gibsoni, but the former has been observed to 
cause fatal anaemia, although not all our 
experimental dogs showed the organisms. 

Appearance of Bartonella canis in the blood 
was marked by a distinct thermal reaction 
associated with the following pathological 
changes: Polychromic “macro- and microcytes, 
micro- and megaloblasts, poikilocytes, achro- 
matic normoblasts and a distinct leucocytosis. 

Experimental observations are in progress 
and we hope to publish a detailed result of our 
observations in the near future. 


* * * * * 


Dental Anomaly in a 


Collie Dog 


R. S. SMYTH, m.r.c.v.s., D.v.s.M. ( Vict.) 
WAKEFIELD 
A lady living in Clontarf, Dublin, is the 
possessor of a collie dog aged 18 years. Despite 
his age, he is in good bodily condition and 


(Concluded at foot of col. 1, page 372.) 
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ESSAY-REVIEW 


|The Improvement of Native Agriculture in 
Relation to Population and Public Health. 
By Sir A. Danie Hatt. Published by 
Humphrey Milford, Oxford University Press, 
London. 1936. pp. 104. 10s. 6d. ] 


This volume consists of the Heath Clark 
Lectures delivered at the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine in November, 
1935. It comprises five sections entitled: I.— 
The Maintenance of Fertility ; I1.—The Reform 
of Shifting Cultivation ; I1I.—Over-stocking and 
Soil Erosion; 1V.—The Native Dietary; V.— 
Administration, 

Sir Daniel Hall’s name must be known to a 
very large body of our profession as that of 
the Director of the John Innes Horticultural 
Institution and lately the Chief Scientific 
Adviser of the Ministry of Agriculture, His 
numerous publications on scientific subjects 
will have been read with interest and 
enjoyment. Some of our members who have 
given evidence before him will know him best, 
perhaps, as the Chairman of the Kenya Agricul- 
tural Commission of 1929. In short, Sir Daniel 
Hall’s reputation is such that when he gives 
his deliberate and considered opinion—as in the 
present volume—upon an aspect of sociology in 
relation to agriculture, it must command the 
utmost respect and attention. 

By this or that chance (or even mischance) 
the members of the British nation have found 
themselves in a position of great responsibility 
as trustees for the natives of a very large 
portion of equatorial Africa. Much of this 


— 


apparently sound, with the exception of his 
eyesight, which is now failing somewhat. His 
diet consists of raw meat, vegetables aud dog 
biscuits, and he is still able to take regular 
exercise, to which he looks forward keenly. 

The dog is looked upon by his mistress as a 
faithful friend, and, to use her own words, 
“he only needs to be able to talk to be the 
perfect companion”. On one occasion his 
mistress fainted while alone with the dog, who 
went and obtained assistance, thereby, as on 
many other occasions, rendering her invaluable 
aid. 

At the age of 14 he was bitten on the nose 
and upper lip by a Sealyham terrier. The 
wound, notwithstanding treatment, took a long 
time to heal and the few remaining front teeth 
were removed in case their roots were involved 
in the wound. Although the wound improved to 
a great extent, the gums were later on found to 
be considerably swollen, and when examined it 
was found that the dog had developed five new 
teeth on each side, top and bottom, which teeth 
he still has. 
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responsibility is being shouldered with that 
characteristic aptitude for colonisation with 
which we as a nation seem endowed. Local 
immediate administration and central general 
administration from the Colonial Office are, on 
the whole, reasonably successful. There are— 
as there will always be—mistakes made and 
corrected; blunders occur through individual 
errors of judgment or lack of experience; 
improvements and decisions depending upon 
swift and sure action are often delayed or 
stultified through the remoteness of the contacts 
and owing to the difficulty of moving the 
ponderous machinery of a Whitehall depart- 
ment. But it serves no useful purpose to enter 
into a destructive and critical argument on 
Colonial administration; the fact remains that 
there is not a single African colony (and the 
volume is dedicated to them in particular) in 
which the life of the native is not far safer, 
happier, healthier and more prosperous under 
British administration that it was beforehand. 


But, even if the present seems satisfactory, 
what of the future? Sir Daniel Hall has 
encompassed within the present volume an 
ordered critical survey of the enormous task 
which awaits us now and in future. Every 
page of this book contains a direct challenge to 
those who are responsible for administering 
this or that share of our trust. Amongst these 
we need not stay to review the problems which 
confront the colonial medical services, in pro- 
viding better sanitation, nutrition, and hospital 
accommodation, nor those of a purely agro- 
nomical nature involving the growing of more 
suitable salad and other human food crops, 
but—and it is a very big “ but ’—the veter- 
inary profession is very intimately concerned, 
both directly and indirectly, with the whole of 
the native’s relationships with his livestock. 
When one remembers the enormous importance 
of his livestock to the native—an importance 
which those who have not lived among them 
can only vaguely realise—one is impressed with 
the enormity of the work that lies ahead. 

To the busy man in general practice this work 
will probably be of little or no immediate 
interest. He has worries enough without those 
which are not particularly concerned with our 
colonial possessions. To him, as to the average 
“man in the street” in Britain, the picture of 
native life in Africa may be that of a quiet, 
more or less settled and fully domesticated 
community, where tribal wars—once so terrible 
—are now past history. He may imagine the 
village chief or headman dispensing crude 
justice and living a life of comparative ease. 
The natives, he may imagine, maintain a happy. 
equable existence in the midst of a bounteous 
nature—cultivating perhaps a few roods of 
garden-like soil, and breeding a few nondescript 
cattle. He probably thinks of the men as lusty 
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hunters who enjoy themselves in various manly 
pursuits when they are not feasting, and of the 
women as fat and lazy beings who, though they 
may do most of the work, yet still find time to 
reproduce and rear with equal ease enormous 
numbers of fat, pot-bellied children, who play 
in the glorious sun all day and sleep in a cool, 
thatched hut at night. For this type of the 
all-too-common idea of native African life we 
must blame roundly the more sensational of 
the popular novelists and those who from time 
to time publish photographs in the daily Press. 

Those who have lived in any of the African 
dependencies know how very far from reality 
is such a conception, and those whose work 
brings them into close contact with life in the 
colonies, protectorates or mandated territories 
are those who can best assess the harm that is 
done by this popular notion, and by the conven- 
tional attitude of tolerant but insular superiority 
to which every one of us is at times so prone. 
All is not well with the future of Africa, and it 
is high time that our profession realised more 
widely the gigantic tasks ahead of us and got 
rid of the complacent sense of self-satisfaction 
with which we regard our African possessions 
— if, indeed, some of us ever think about them 
at all. 

What are the problems, then, and what can 
be done? To answer these questions it is not 
too much to say that every member of our 
profession who has any part to play in the 
direction of veterinary education, whether he 
be a member of Council or of the teaching 
staffs of the Colleges, is not doing his duty 
unless he reads Sir Daniel Hall’s Heath Clark 
Lectures. In them he will find a full enough 
statement of the problems, and abundant food 
for that train of thought which may lead to 


his contribution towards the solution. The 
young graduate of the future who aspires 


towards colonial service must be so trained and 
fitted for his share of the tasks ahead that he 
sails from these shores with a far wider view 
of the duties of a veterinary officer in the 
African colonies, and far higher ideals than 
those which envisage only life in a country 
where the thrills of big-game hunting com- 
pensate for the isolation, boredom and monotony 


which he must suffer in the periods between . 


his leaves—inducements which have in the past 
heen occasionally responsible for the entry of 
some of our members into the colonial services. 
As research progresses (and research’ into 
diseases of animals in both equatorial and 
temperate Africa has made gigantic strides 
during the past two decades or more), so will 
those activities which are as yet only just being 
clearly visualised loom more and more largely. 
No longer will disease control work solely 
occupy the veterinary staffs. The far more 
difficult problems concerned with grafting on to 
a fixed conservative native social structure, 
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entirely new ideas of animal husbandry and of 
the management of livestock, must be faced. 

In a community where the local importance 
and respect of an individual depend almost 
entirely upon the number of cattle he possesses ; 
where quality is of no regard and quantity only 
matters; where sales of surplus or discarded 
breeding stock are either impossible because of 
lack of market outlets, or so contrary to the 
fundamental conception of the position of cattle 
in the community as to be intolerable to the 
native mind; where, following the rains, the 
superabundant food is not conserved as fodder, 
and where, when the dry weather supervenes 
the hitherto sleek, well-fed animals waste and 
die in thousands; where fatalism is a_ trait 
characteristic of the native mind; and where, 
following the bush fires (deliberate or acci- 
dental) or through over-stocking, the soil 
surface is denuded of that protection from 
erosion which a healthy-rooted pasture vegeta- 
tion provides; where a hitherto nomadic life is 
giving way to more settled conditions, but where 
the conservation of soil fertility is neither 
understood nor practised; in such communities 
the problems truly are not far to seek. 

It must not be thought that nothing is being 
done. Terracing schemes to arrest the violence 
of the “ run-off” of storm waters on sloping 
land are being actively constructed in many 
parts. Veterinary staffs are everywhere making 
a beginning in the education of the native stock 
owners, and others are not idle. Animal 
husbandry is definitely part of the policy of 
most colonies. The Colonial Office has already 
a scheme for the recruitment of men better 
fitted by a wider basis of professional education 
than heretofore, 

The officer best adapted for the great bulk of 
the work that lies ahead is undoubtedly the 
veterinary officer; so much disease administra- 
tion must be intercalated with animal husbandry 
schemes that the latter alone are almost 
certainly doomed to failure. 

There is opportunity for the exercise of the 
best the profession can offer, and success will 
follow if, as a profession, we are prepared to 
accept the heavy responsibility, a responsibility 
which undoubtedly begins at home in the teach- 
ing institutions, where future veterinary officers 
of the colonial service are trained. The very 
first step towards this end is a perusal of Sir 
Daniel Hall’s volume of the Heath Clark 
Lectures by all those whose interests or duties 
are not wholly parochial. 


A recommendation from the Markets Com- 
mittee that all meat stalls should be cleared out 
of the open market has been adopted by the 
Boston Town Council. The committee suggested 
that it was unsuitable for meat to be sold in the 
open market, where it was liable to contamina- 
tion. 
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ABSTRACTS 


[Preliminary Experiments in Calves on the 
Immunity Conferred by the Subeutaneous 
Inoculation of Mycobact. Tuberculosis in Oily 
Exeipients. Buxton, J. B., and GLover, R. E. 
(1984-35.) Rept. Direct. Inst. Anim. Path., 
Camb. 4, 

The aut'.ors describe the results of experi- 
ments undertaken in order to furnish some 
preliminary data on the feasibility of inducing 
an immunity in calves against tuberculosis 
acquired by the alimentary tract by the sub- 
cutaneous inoculation of BCG or of dead 
tubercle bacilli in oily excipients. The total 
number of animals used was eleven, of which 
four were used for vaccination with BCG in 
oil (either liquid paraffin or olive oil), four for 
dead tubercle bacilli in oil, one for dead 
tubercle bacilli in a non-oily substrate, leaving 
two animals as controls. The BCG vaccine 
Was prepared by suspending a five- to six-day- 
old growth in gum acacia and adding either 
sterile liquid paraffin or sterile olive oil in the 
proportion of 4 parts of oil to 1 part of bacillary 
suspension and shaking the mixture until a 
uniform emulsion was obtained. The vaccines 
were injected subcutaneously into the calves in 
the loose skin of the brisket. It was found that 
the vaccine prepared with liquid paraffin pro- 
duced a marked local reaction which persisted 
until the time of slaughter nine months later; 
the reaction due to vaccine made in olive oil 
showed less iendency to persist. 

Six months after vaccination the calves pro- 
tected with BCG received a dose of virulent 
bovine culture by the mouth and at the same 
time two control calves received a similar dose. 
When the calves were killed about three months 
later it was found that three out of four were 
completely immune, while the fourth showed 
slight involvement of the mesenteric glands. 
On the other hand, the results of the adminis- 
tration of dead vaccine by the same method 
were not encouraging, since only one calf out 


of four was completely immune. 
S. J. E. 


{Immunity following Cure of Experimental 
Trypanosoma brucei Infection by a Chemo- 
therapeutic Agent. Browninc, H., and 
GULBRANSEN, R, (1936.) J. Path. & Bact. 43. 
3. 479-486. | 
Earlier workers showed that mice could be 

rendered immune to virulent trypanosomes, 

such as 7. equinum and T, brucei, when cured 
by means of chemotherapeutic agents. The 
authors state that the degree of active 
immunity which develops in mice infected with 


T. brucei, and cured in the above way, depends 
markedly on strain of trypanosome. 
Rabbits, when cured of infection with strains of 
T. brucei, were likewise found to be highly 
resistant to re-inoculation with the homologous 
strain. The curative drug used was styryl 314, 
and rabbits remained immune to repeated 
inoculations up to between two and three years 
later. This contrasts with the observations of 
others on horses, which have been found 
susceptible to re-infection four to eight weeks 
after cure. The serum of immune rabbits was 
shown to exert some protective action. 
W. L. S. 


* * * * * 


[Experiments on Immunisation against 
Pasteurella septica Infection. Priest ey, 
F. W. (1936.) J. Comp. Path. & Therap. 49. 
4. 340.] 


A study of the immunisation against Past. 
septica [i.e., the specific name given to the group 
of bacteria which cause haemorrhagic septi- 
caemia in many animal species]. Experimenting 
with mice, the author found that the most 
effective immunity was induced if the vaccine 
contained capsular material. The preparation 
of an efficient vaccine, therefore, involved the 
taking of certain precautions. A smooth 
capsulated strain of Pasteurella should be used 
and should be grown under conditions encourag- 
ing the maximum = production of capsular 
material. Subsequently the organisms should 
not be heated above 56°C. for the purpose of 
killing the vaccine, otherwise the capsular 
material will be destroyed. A method for pre- 
sorving the vaccine for use in the field has not 
yet been studied. 

J. P. 


|Report of Investigations of Cattle Poisoning 
around Payne Lake, Jefferson County, New 

York. Evans, W. M. (1936.) Cornell Vet. 26. 

4. 337-341. ] 

Twelve cascs of sudden death in cows 
occurred in three different herds all at pastures 
bordering a small body of water approximately 
one mile long by a-quarter-of-a-mile broad. The 
symptoms are described as acute prostration 
followed by convulsions and rapid death, whilst 
post-mortem examination failed to show lesions 
and bacteriological findings were negative. It 
was considered likely that the deaths were due 
to poisoning of some of the aquatic vegetation 


_of the lake. These consisted of blue-green algae, 


green algae and protozoa, all of which were 
found to be non-toxic. Evidence is therefore 
lacking that the cattle actually died as a result 
of obtaining toxic substances from the water. 
The author, however, considers the cireumstan- 
tial evidence highly incriminating and believes 


— 
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that toxic products might be formed from the 
vegetation at certain stages of growth if condi- 
tions were favourable to their production. 


J. 8S. 


|Demodex folliculorum (Canis), its Diagnosis 
and Treatment. Morris, M. L.  (1936.) 

J. Amer. Vet. Med. Ass. 88. 4. 460-467. 

The writer describes the lesions of the 
squamous and pustular forms of follicular 
mange and stresses the importance of a definite 
microscopic diagnosis before treatment. It is 
recommended that the scraping is examined 
mounted in paraffin oil, and that the scalpel be 
dipped in the oil before scraping the lesion for 
diagnostic material. Microscopic examination of 
the faeces may show the parasites in some 
cases. Before treatment intestinal worms are 
eliminated, and long-coated dogs are clipped 
and bathed. 

The treatment recommended is an oily solu- 
tion containing rotenone prepared by Merck & 
Co. and known as solution 34 AR 348. In dogs 
in good physical condition the whole body is 
dressed at least once and affected areas more 
frequently. Application with thorough massage 
hastens recovery, and good results are not so 
consistent where the preparation is applied by 
the owner. Toleration of the solution was 
variable though it is apparently not toxic. 
Complete recovery was recorded in 84 out of 86 
cases treated by 24 veterinarians. It is inter- 
esting to note that long-haired dogs comprised 
less than 14 per cent. of this group. 


|Experiments Leading to an Effective Treat- 

ment for Canine Whipworms, Corenzwirt, 

H. M. (1985.) J. Amer. Vet. Med. Ass. 8%. 6. 

661-679. 

The symptoms of the caecal infection of dogs 
with Trichuris depressiusculus are described as 
principally eczema, lassitude and occasional 
diarrhoea. Diagnosis is dependent on detection 
of the typical ova in the faeces, 

Drugs administered by the mouth are in- 
effective and the treatment recommended is the 


intra-caecal injection of nicotine solution. 


7 grain of nicotine in solution is stated to be 
a sufe and effective dose for the average dog. 

It is advised that the patient should be 
anaesthetised with nembutal after preliminary 
irrigation of the colon. The best results were 
secured by inserting a straight, thick-walled 
glass tube (half-an-inch external diameter) the 
whole length of the descending colon and then 
passing a rubber colon-tube through the lumen 
of the glass tube. 

The original article should be consulted for 
more exact details of the technique. 
J. S. 8. 
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City of 


Report of Director of Abattoir, Livestock 

Markets, Veterinary Services, Ice and Cold 

Storage Department, for period July Ist, 

1935, to June 30th, 1936 

This report still retains the individual 
characteristics that one has found in previous 
reports by Colonel Irvine Smith, the Director 
of Veterinary Services to the City of Johannes- 
burg. It is a report with a distinct ‘* Dominion ” 
flavour, and contains items which do not as a 
rule figure in the comparatively dry mass of 
statistics which often pass for city reports in 
England. The Johannesburg reports form a 
valuable record of the development of the city 
from the veterinary public health and other 
aspects, and this particular report is especially 
valuable in that it gives a short historical out- 
line of the growth of the city’s Veterinary 
Department. In 1907 there were no abattoirs 
or markets, etc., a number of insanitary wood 
and iron slaughter poles being dotted around 
the city, and slaughtering was conducted by 
dirty natives under’ disgusting conditions. 
Diseases were rampant amongst Council 
animals. The Director cleaned the place up 
generally and established the first horseshoe 
factory in the Union. Land was selected for 
abattoirs and markets, which were opened in 
1910. A by-product plant was built the follow- 
ing vear for the rendering down of condemned 
neat, dead animals, ete., into commercial fats, 
fertilisers and poultry foods. refrigeration 
plant was installed in 1919, and a scheme of 
insurance instituted for condemned meat. 
During the next ten years further developments 
took place: electricity plants laid down, an 
Assistant Director appointed, deciduous fruit 
exported to London from the cold stores, pump- 
ing plant and water tanks built, laboratories 
for milk examination * opened, an Assistant 
Veterinary Surgeon appointed, and the whole of 
the veterinary work of the City Council taken 
over, including professional attendance on the 
Zoo animals. In 1982 the city successfully 
pioneered the export of chilled” beef to the 
London market. 

It is small wonder that the Council has on 
various occasions voted its highest appreciation 
of the services of its Veterinary Director. For 
export purposes 38,880 cattle were slaughtered 
during the year. A new slaughterhall was built 
‘apable of slaughtering 300 animals per day, 
blood being removed to the dryers by air com- 
pression. Facilities were also provided for 
electric stunning, should anyone desire to use 
that method. The fullest co-operation is main- 
tained with Government Veterinary Officers for 
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dealing with certain contagious diseases. One 
notes with some surprise that the veterinary 
Officers use their discretion as to autopsies on 
dead animals, and that where such animals 
show decomposition, no autopsies are held. In 
the livestock markets 1,156,296 animals were 
handled, and the total number of animals 
slaughtered in the abattoir was 670,671, 7654 
tons of meat being condemned. Of the animals 
slaughtered, sheep comprised 407,183, cattle 
130,677, pigs 116,048, and calves 16,763. 
Cysticercus was found in 0°49 per cent. cattle 
and in 3°22 per cent. of pigs. Caseous lymph- 
adenitis was discovered in 1°28 per cent. of 
sheep inspected, Nearly 1,000 municipal animals 
received treatment, and 460 dairies were visited 
and 15,733 cows examined for tuberculosis of 
the udder and other diseases. 

The incidence of “ open” tuberculosis dimin- 
ished during the year. Mange was prevalent in 
some of the outside dairy herds, and an increase 
in contagious abortion was noted. Streptococcic 
mastitis was frequently seen. Some 2,188 
animals on exhibition at the Zoological Gardens 
were also inspected and a most interesting 
record of the diseases encountered in the various 
animals is included, as is a valuable paper by 
one of the Assistant Veterinary Surgeons, Dr. 
G. Martinaglia, M.sc., D.v.sc., B.V.Sc., (S.A.), 
This paper is a record of cases found whilst 
acting as veterinary surgeon to the Zoo authori- 
ties, and was delivered at the 1936 meeting of 
the Association for the Advancement of Science, 
at Johannesburg. At the end of the report are 
given numerous statistical tables relative to 
diseases encountered and animals dealt with 
during the year. 

The abattoir was visited by the Prime 
Minister and Members of Parliament, as well 
as by numerous distinguished men from the 
Union and overseas, all of whom expressed their 
appreciation at the condition of the abattoir 
and the work done by the Veterinary Depart- 
ment. Courses for veterinary students and 
sanitary inspectors were held, and numerous 
research laboratories were assisted by ‘the 
provision of disease material. 

There is but one small suggestion that the 
writer of this notice would venture to make, 
vis., that there might be included, say, on the 
inside of the front cover, the names and quali- 
fications of the whole of the veterinary staff, so 
that we may be enabled to ascertain the exact 
composition of the veterinary staff of this 
progressive municipality. 

Apparently the Johannesburg City Council's 
cold stores are the only stores, apart from 
small ones in East London, suitable for the 
export of chilled meat in the Union. Cattle for 
this purpose are received and slaughtered from 
the Transvaal, Bechuanaland, Orange Free 
State, near Durban, Natal and East Griqualand, 
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the chilled beef being railed in special fast, 
refrigerated (ice) trains by the Council. The 
Veterinary Department sells ice, and has been 
developed on the lines of a public utility com- 
pany, i.e., “ to provide essential public services 
at cost or as near cost as possible, consistent 
with efficient and economic working, so as to 
fix and encourage the development of the live- 
stock and meat industry in Johannesburg, not 


only for local requirements but with the 
broader outlook always view, thereby 


creating the circulation of vast sums of new 
money throughout the community, with its very 
powerful fertilising influence.” 

A future historian delving into the develop- 
ment of the City of Johannesburg will find 
these veterinary reports full of interesting 
sidelights, and one must congratulate Colonel 
Irvine Smith and his efficient staff upon their 
excellent work, and especially upon the wide 
outlook they bring to bear upon such activities. 
Would that we in England had more city 
councils with so progressive an outlook. 

D. J. A. 


* * 


Alan, 
Duke of Northumberland, 


Memorial Fund 


Third Report of the Management Committee 
(1937) 


This Fund, which is under the management 
of a strong representative committee, 
enables veterinary investigational work con- 
ducted from the Armstrong College, Newcastle, 
to be carried out on an extended basis and one 
of the most interesting developments is a 
scheme for the distribution of biological pro- 
ducts. Supplies are distributed to members of 
the Fund through the local veterinary surgeons 
at prices which are said to range from 25 per 
cent. to 33 per cent. cheaper than formerly and 
certainly the prices quoted in the report for 
such products as lamb dysentery antiserum are 
distinctly below the present cost of such serum 
to practising veterinary surgeons. The progress 
of this scheme will be watched with great 
interest, for it is an attempt to ensure that only 
reliable products reach the hands of the flock- 
masters, and these through the local veterinary 
surgeons. Lamb dysentery serum and vaccine, 
braxy vaccine and “nicotine mixture” are 
listed at the moment and detailed instructions 
for their application are given. It is perhaps a 
little surprising to find it stated that lamb 
dysentery serum is of no value in lambs already 
affected, but this over-statement is certainly 
justified as a means of ensuring that the 
product is used for its proper purpose. It is 
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evident that the nicotine mixture is based on 
the work of McEwen and it is of interest to 
note that it can be so confidently recommended 
for general use in the North of England. It 
appears that the committee intend to add 
“pulpy kidney antiserum” to the list of pro- 
ducts they issue, although there is no evidence 
that field trials have demonstrated its efficiency 
in the area. One is left to assume that the 
issue will be of an antiserum prepared against 
Cl. welchii Wilsdon type D. 

“Pregnancy disease of ewes” (pregnancy 
toxaemia) is well described and the present 
theories as to its nature are discussed. Work 
on this disease is to commence during the 
current season and an appeal is made to 
farmers within easy reach of the laboratory to 
supply material. A short note on sheep ticks 
well illustrates their importance in sheep farm- 
ing in the North of England and leads on to a 
description of experiments being carried out in 
Northumberland on tick eradication and on the 
development of an anti-tick dip and its applica- 
tion. Other subjects dealt with are “ cripples” 
in lambs and border pining in sheep, work on 
which has been published in the professional 
Press. An appendix is added showing that 
during the year just closed over £230 was sub- 
seribed to the Fund by farmers and landowners 
in the area. The report well illustrates what an 
active Veterinary Investigation Officer can do 
for his province, and Mr. Lyle Stewart-is to be 


congratulated. 
R. F. M. 


REVIEW 


[Die Tierischen Parasiten der Haus- und 
Nutztiere, sowie des Menschen. The Animal 
Parasites of Man and Domestic Animals. 
Fiesicer, J. (1936.) Third edition. Urban & 
Schwarzenberg, Berlin and Wien. pp. xii and 
375, with 352 text figs. ] 

There ‘must be many friends of this well- 
known text-book on parasitology who will be 
glad to see it brought up to date once again. 
The section on Chlamydozoa and Spirochaetes 
has been left out, as also has the chapter on 


tumours, so that although a considerable amount: 


has been added to the new edition it is actually 
a little smaller in size than the previous one. 

A great deal has been done in introducing 
the new nomenclature, in adding information on 
the new discoveries in life histories, and on 
new species: there are some 50 new illustra- 
tions. 

The literature on this subject is now so 
extensive that one would expect to find a few 
slips in carrying through such a _ complete 
overhaul as this book has gone through; as an 
example, the following might be mentioned: 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


No. 12. Vou. 49. 377 


Trichostrongylus axei is given as a separate 
species from T. extenuatus, some five species of 
Moniesia no longer regarded as valid are still 
allowed to stand, and no mention is made of 
recent work on the part played by intermediate 
hosts in the life history of Syngamus trachea. 

This book is primarily designed for the 
student of systematic parasitology and it is 
clearly intended that information on the disease 
side of the subject should be sought elsewhere. 
This may not conform to the best plan for the 
teaching of parasitology as a special subject, 
but is suitable for students of human or 
veterinary medicine who may learn something 
of the disease aspect in other parts of their 
general course. One of the tasks of the author 
of a book of this kind is to fix the boundaries 
of his subject, and although the scope of this 
one is a little narrower than of some other 
recent books on parasitology it may be to its 
advantage, as the fault of dealing with much 
of the subject in too sketchy a manner is 
thereby avoided. There can be no doubt that 
this text-book will maintain its place among 
the standard works on human and animal 
parasitology for use in medical and veterinary 
schools, 


NATIONAL PONY SOCIETY 


An appeal to polo players to give more 
support to the work of the National Pony Society 
was made by Mr. Herbert Bright, President, at 
the annual meeting of the Society, which was 
held on Friday of last week. 

The annual —— which was adopted, shows 
that there has been a satisfactory increase in 
membership and states that during Coronation 
year the council will be prepared to accept new 
members) at a_ reduced” rate of annual 
subscription, 

Mr. Herbert Bright said they were anxious to 
et young people who had outgrown the Pony 

lub to join the Society. He regretted that 
— players gave so little support to the Society. 

ven the regimental collective subscriptions 
brought in very little help. From his experience 
he was sure that ponies specially bred from 
good playing mares would give better results to 
players than the chance-bred animals that some 
people tried to make into playing ponies. With 
regard to showing, he would like to cut out a 
lot of the expense and he thought they should 
adopt the rule of the Hunters’ Improvement 
Society that young stock should be shown in 
the rough, so that breeders could participate. 
The number of people who could afford to 
get young ponies into what was called “show 
condition” was growing less every year, and 
with increased taxation now facing them the 
position was critical. All the feeding up and 
coddling with rugs was not good for young 
ponies. When they saw the splendid ponies in 
the National Pony Show did they, he asked, 
ever think of what they were like in their old 
age? He was glad to know that the Exportation 
oF Horses Bill had passed its second reading. 

Mr. Roy B. Charlton will be President of the 
Society in the coming year, and Major H. 
Faudel-Phillips has been nominated as President- 
Elect for 1938. 
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N.V.M.A. DIVISIONAL REPORTS 


Sussex Veterinary Society® 
MEETING ANID LUNCHEON AT BRIGHTON 


A meeting of the Sussex Veterinary Society 
was held at the Old Ship Hotel, Brighton, on 
Friday, January 29th, 1937, when the following 
members were present: the President (Mr. 
J. W. Pritchard), in the chair, Messrs. A. J. 
Alexander, L. S. Balls, H. W. Steele-Bodger, 
A. D. Campbell, J. B. Dier, H. Scott Dunn, 
J. I. Edgar, E. W. Garry, L. Jordan (Hon. 
Secretary), L. J. Kelly, Hamilton Kirk, F. 
Marks, J. McCunn, R. Renfrew, S. Smith, Miss 
M. L. Somervail, Messrs. R. J. Stow, H. Taylor, 
W. K. Townson, F. W. Willett, Miss D. 
Williams and Mr. P. Vincent. The following 
attended as visitors: Mr. J. Willett (President, 
R.C.V.S.), Mr. R. Simpson (President, 
N.V.M.A.), Mr. H. E. Bywater, Miss V. 
Hickman, Sir Frederick Hobday, Mr. S. E. 
Holmes, Miss L. H. Phillips, Mr. C. Roberts and 
Dr. A, Westerman. 

The minutes of the last meeting, held on 
October 9th, 1936, having been printed and 
published in the Veterinary Record, were con- 
firmed and signed by the Chairman. 

Apologies for their inability to attend the 
meeting were received from Professor J. B. 
Buxton, Mr. P. Baird, Mr. R. E. Beilby and 
Captain E. C. Winter. 

Elections.—The following, having been duly 
nominated, were elected members of the 
Society: Professor J. B. Buxton, Captain J. 
Fox, Mr. H. Gooch, Major Hamilton Kirk, Mr. 
A, Spicer and Mr. R. J. Stow. 


Nominations.—The following were nominated 
as members of the Society : Major Sir Frederick 
Hobday, Major S. E. Holmes, Major T. Dalling 
and Mr. C. Roberts. 

Paper.—Professor J. McCunn then gave a 
paper entitled “The Clinical Examinatiom of 
the Dog’s Chest,” the discussion on which was 
opened by Major Hamilton Kirk. 


[This paper, which was heard with much 
interest and appreéiation, is transferred, to- 
gether with a report of the discussion and the 
essayist’s reply, to the commencement of this 
issue.—Editor. ] 


As an introduction to his opening of the 
discussion, Major Kirk said that it was but a 
month or two ago that he received, from their 
energetic Secretary, a letter to the effect that 
a member of the Division had (entirely without 
his knowledge or consent) nominated him as a 
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member, and that he had been duly elected. 
He sent an appreciatory reply, and asked 
whether the gentleman had made any proposal 
to pay his fees, ete. (Laughter.) ’ 

Then followed another letter requesting him 
to open the discussion that day. Goodness 
knows what the Secretary’s next letter would 
demand. Whatever it was, however, he should 
endeavour to comply. (Hear, hear.) 

It was a pleasure to be there that afternoon, 
as not only was there a peculiarly friendly 
atmosphere pervading the meeting, but he 
foresaw that the Society, having started so 
well, was destined to be a large and important 
Division of the “ National.” 

If he might presume to offer the suggestion, 
he would urge them all to ensure that every 
member became simultaneously a member of 
the parent body. Only in that way could the 
voice of the “ National” be said to be 100 per 
cent. representative of the Divisional member- 
ship composing it. 

At that stage, might he congratulate them 
heartily upon their choice of a Secretary. Mr. 
Jordan was a most active and enthusiastic 
young man, and the success of any Division 
was intimately bound up with the possession of 
such attributes in its Secretary. 

Mr. Pritchard would go down in Sussex 
history as their first President, and if all who 
followed him were as keen upon, and jealous of, 
the well-being and prestige of their profession 
as he, then he (Major Kirk) could foresee 
nothing but prosperity ahead for them all. 
(Applause. ) 

Morbid Specimens.—Mr. H. Scorr Dunn 
submitted the following morbid specimens :— 


(1) Intussusception of the bowel in a Siamese 
cat. The animal had been castrated seven days 
previous to being killed and the wounds were 
quite clean. This specimen evoked much dis- 
cussion and Sir Frederick Hobday, Major 
Hamilton Kirk and Professor MeCunn all said 
that this was the first case of the kind they had 
seen. 


(2) The liver, spleen and lymphatic glands 
of a wire-haired terrier, apparently suffering 
from Hodgkin’s disease. This specimen was 
also the subject of an interesting discussion. 


Mr. L. S. Batts exhibited one large and 
several small caleuli removed from the bladder 
of a Pekingese bitch. The interesting feature 
was that the large stone was of apparently 
different composition from the small ones. 


Votes of Thanks.—On the proposition of the 
PRESIDENT, a hearty vote of thanks was passed 
to Professor McCunn for his paper and also to 
Major Kirk for opening the discussion. A 
similar tribute was paid to the President for 
his conduct of the meeting, on the call of Sir 
FREDERICK Hoppay, 
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At the conclusion of the meeting, members 
and their ladies took tea together. 


The Luncheon 


The Mayor and Mayoress of Brighton (Coun- 
cillor J. Routley, J.p., and Mrs, Routley) were 
guests of honour at the luncheon, also held at 
the Old Ship Hotel, Brighton, and which pre- 
ceded the meeting. Other guests included Mr. 
J. Willett (President, R.C.V.S.), Mr. R. Simpson 
(President, N.V.M.A.) and Sir Frederick 
Hobday (Principal and Dean of the Royal 
Veterinary College). 


Mr. J. W. Pritchard, President of the 
Division, welcomed the Mayor and Mayoress. 


The Mayor, responding, thanked the Branch 
for its hospitality. When an Englishman travels 
abroad, he said, he often has occasion to con- 
gratulate himself on being an Englishman, and 
especially in regard to the treatment of animals. 


“There is a great difference,” he observed, 
“ between the treatment of animals in England 
and that accorded to them in other parts of the 
world. It is one of the best features of the 
average Englishman that he has some affection, 
certainly some regard, for the animals which 
serve his needs and amusements. The fact that 
you have a Veterinary Association growing up 
and expanding is an expression of the regard 
that our nation has for four-footed creatures. 


“Tt is also a remarkable thing that men like 
my friend, Mr. Scott Dunn, whom I can see at 
the end of the table, can earn a _ livelihood 
entirely by looking after dogs. In the East the 
word ‘dog’ is a term of contempt. Yet who 
was the Englishman who said, ‘ The more I see 
of men, the more I love my dog’ ?” 

The Mayor expressed his delight at the rapid 
growth of the Division, and wished it every 
success, “because I know how much your 
services mean to our dumb friends.” 

The Mayoress also responded, and said how 
much she appreciated the veterinary profes- 
sion’s “marvellous and delicate care of 
animals.” 

Captain R. Simpson, President of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association, speaking on its 


behalf, said, ‘As far as the parent body is -— 


concerned we are very glad that we have 
recently had an addition to our family. The 
Sussex Association is, indeed, the baby of the 
National Association, but there is every indica- 
tion that it has already become a very useful 
one. It is evidence of the prestige of the 
National Association that we are steadily grow- 
ing.’ He mentioned that a new Branch was 
likely to be formed in Wales and that the 
Association had decided to acquire new build- 
ings in London. 
L. JorDAN, Hon. Secretary. 
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Dumfries and Galloway 
V.M.A.* 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
AT DUMFRIES 

The annual general meeting of the above 
Division was held in the Station Hotel, 
Dumfries, on Tuesday, November 24th, 1936, at 
11.45 a.m. The chair was occupied by the 
President, Mr. Wm. Scott (Penrith), and the 
following other members attended: Messrs. J. 
Allan, J. Bell, R. Craig Robinson, G. D. W. 
Davidson, A. Gibb, A. J, Kennedy, A. Milligan, 
R. Simpson, Wm. Watt (Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries), A. Young and G. A. Sangster 
(Hon, Secretary). 

The following visitors were present: Messrs. 
J. W. Burgess and J. M. Rorrison (Royal [Dick] 
Veterinary College), F. A. Gordon (Department 
of Agriculture), T. B. Fleming (Dumfries) and 
J. Fraser (Appleby). 

The minutes of the last meeting, having been 
published, were taken as read. 

Apologies for absence were received from 
Messrs. F. A. Davidson, A. S. Fergusson, Dr. 
J. Russell Greig, Messrs. D. G. Wishart, J. 
McRorie, J. Reid, P. McKinlay, F. Croudace, 
R. E. Murison, W. G, Robinson, J. Waddell, 
A. Edgar and Dr. Dryer. 


Nomination of New Members.—Mr. F. A. 
Gordon (Department of Agriculture), proposed 
by Mr. A. Gibb, seconded by Mr. G. A. Sangster; 
Mr, Fraser, proposed by the President, seconded 
by Mr. R. Simpson; Mr. Fleming, proposed by 
Mr. A. Young, seconded by Mr. A. Gibb. 


Financial Statement.—The Hon, TREASURER 
submitted a statement on the financial position 
of the Division for 1935-36. On the suggestion 
of the Hon. Secretary, and moved by Mr. 
Allan, the annual subscription to the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund was raised for this 
year from three guineas to four guineas. Mr. 
Milligan seconded this motion. On the motion 
of Mr. R. Craig Robinson, and seconded by the 
President, it was agreed that a subscription of 
one guinea be sent to the R.C.V.S. Library 
Fund. On the motion of Mr. Milligan, and 
seconded by Mr. Davidson, it was resolved to 
abolish the entrance fee for members and to 
maintain the annual subscription of one guinea. 


Correspondence.—Various items of corres- 
pondence were read and discussed. 
ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS 
The following gentlemen were unanimously 
elected office-bearers for the ensuing year :— 
President.—Mr. A. J. Kennedy (Thornhill). 
Vice-President.—Mr. Wm. Scott (Penrith). 


*Received for publication March 1st, 1937. 
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Hon. Secretary and Treasurer—Mr. G. A. 
Sangster (Dumfries). 

Branch Representative-—Hon. Secretary. 

Auditors.—Mr. Young and Mr. Craig Robinson. 


Before vacating the chair, the PRESIDENT 
gave a short address, in which he stressed the 
pleasure it had given him to act as President 
for the year. He congratulated Mr. R. Simpson, 
one of the members, on being elected President 
of the National Veterinary Medical Association 
for the year. 

Mr. Younc, in proposing a vote of thanks to 
Mr. Scott, stated how pleased the members were 
to have had Mr. Scott as President for the 
year, and that those present at the Summer 
Outing had very pleasant memories of the 
jovial and kind way in which Mr, and Mrs. 
Scott had arranged so splendid a programme. 


Operations.—Through the courtesy of Mr. 
Young, the meeting adjourned to his surgery, 
where Messrs. Burcess and Rorrison ably 
demonstrated a number of operations on dogs 
and cats. It will be gratifying to the members 
to learn that the patients have all mede good 
recoveries. 

Before dispersing, the members accorded to 
the demonstrators a hearty vote of thanks for 
the able way in which they had performed the 
operations. 

Geo. A. SANGSTER, Hon. Secretary. 


North of England V.M.A." 


MEETING AT’ NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 


A meeting of the above Division was held 
at Armstrong College, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on 
December 5th, 1936, when the chair was 
occupied by the President, Mr. W. Lyle Stewart, 
and a large and representative gathering 
assembled to welcome Dr. H. H. Green, 
Ministry of Agriculture Laboratory, Weybridge, 
and Mr, J. R. Barker, Hereford, who addressed 
the meeting on “ Milk Fever, Lactation Tetany, 
and Pregnancy Toxaemia.” Apologies for non- 
attendance were received from a number of 
members. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting, having 
been published, were taken as read and 
confirmed, 

Correspondence.—The Secretary reported the 
receipt of a communication from the N.V.M.A., 
on the subject of collaboration with the British 
Medical Association in connection with air- 
raids precautions. He said that steps had 
already been taken to ensure the participation 
of veterinary surgeons in the courses which 
were being arranged locally for medical men. 


*Received for publication March 8th, 1937. 


The Secretary also reported the receipt of a 
copy of the new rules drawn up by the 
Neweastle-on-Tyne Branch, R.S.P.C.A. 


Election of New Members.—Messrs, R. W. 
Bowman, Ministry of Agriculture, and G. §. 
Beattie, Durham County Council, were unani- 
mously elected members of the Division, on the 
proposal of the President, seconded by Mr. 
Nicholson, 

Council Report.—This report, dealing with a 
number of domestic matters, was received and 
adopted. 

QLECTION OF OFFICERS 

The following gentlemen, nominated by the 
Council, were unanimously elected to office as 
follows :— 


President—Mr, J. J. McDowall; Senior Vice- 
President—Mr,. W. Lyle Stewart; Junior Vice- 
President—Mr. FE. R. Callender; Hon. Secretary 
and Treasurer—Mr. W. Lyle Stewart; Hon. 
Auditors—Messrs. T. M. Mitchell and E. R. 
Callender; Two Members of Council—Messrs. 
J. R, Rider and J. D. Peele. 

The retiring PReEsIDENT said it would be 
observed that the recommendations of Council 
contained one which they made with some regret. 
Mr. J. R. Rider had warned them a year ago 
that he wished to be relieved of his office, not 
because of any failing interest in the Division, 
but solely because changing circumstances made 
it more and more difficult for him to carry on 
the office as he would wish the duties to be per- 


formed. Realising that Mr. Rider had given 
twelve years’ service to that Division the 
Council felt that it would be unfair 


to insist on his retention of the office, and 
with regret acceded to his wish. He 
was not unaware of the task confronting 
him in succeeding Mr. Rider; indeed, if the 
meeting was of the opinion that another member 
could perform the duties with greater satisfac- 
tion he was ready at once to stand aside. If, 
however, they should regard him as suitable 
for the office he would do his best to maintain 
the high standard of their meetings, and the 
prestige of this old Division, subject to the 
proviso that as soon as a more suitable candi- 
date was forthcoming he was prepared to retire 
without delay. 


Addresses.—Dr. GREEN then addressed the 
meeting on the biochemical aspects of milk 
fever, lactation tetany, and pregnancy tox- 
aemia. He was followed by Mr. Barker, who 
discussed the subjects from the clinical angle. 
A very full discussion followed, in which many 
members and yisitors took part. Owing to the 
regrettable illness of Dr. Green it has not been 
possible to prepare a report of the discussion 
for publication, but this report is promised at 
the first opportunity. 


J. R. Riper, Hon. Secretary. 
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John Anderson Gilruth* 
AN APPRECIATION 


Born 66 years ago near Arbroath, John 
Gilruth had the good fortune to spend the first 
and most impressionable years of his life among 
surroundings which afforded ample opportunity 
for gathering that knowledge and experience of 
livestock which were to form the groundwork of 
his future success, and from which others were 
to derive so much benefit. At times he used 
to refer to those early days when, while shep- 
herding, he was able to cultivate the habit of 
observation and accumulate practical knowledge 
about the ways of farm animals, particularly 
sheep, which gave him such an advantage when 
much later on he came to apply himself to the 
study of their various ailments and diseases. 
The years passed in close contact with nature 
and amid the charm and beauty of the Scottish 
hills, left their impression on his youthful mind. 
In common with many of his fellow countrymen, 
Gilruth shared that outlook on life perhaps best 
described as metaphysical. It was at times 
certainly hard to imagine that this genial, 
versatile and thoroughly sophisticated person 
had, as he was wont amusingly to narrate, been 
nurtured in the narrow, Calvinistic atmosphere 
of the Highlands. Originally intended for the 
law—a profession for which temperamentally 
he was admirably adapted—Gilruth soon after 
leaving college entered a solicitor’s office. But 
impressed no doubt by his earlier experiences 
and directed, as he would have had us believe, 
by the hand of fate, he decided later to adopt 
the veterinary profession as a career. After 
studying with distinction at the Glasgow College, 
Gilruth came to London and graduated from the 
Royal Veterinary College in 1892. A year later 
he was appointed to the Government Veterinary 
Service in New Zealand. Soon, as Chief Veter- 
inarian, he undertook the responsible duties of 
that office which were to earn for him world- 
wide recognition. 

At the Pasteur Institute, Paris, where he 
formed many ties of common interest, Gilruth 
underwent a course of training in bacteriological 
technique and on returning to what he now 
looked upon as his adopted country he was 
appointed pathologist to the New Zealand Health 


Department, carrying on this work conjointly - 


with the administration and research connected 
with the Livestock Division of the Department 
of Agriculture, a task in which he had the able 
assistance of Dr. C. J. Reakes who was ultimately 
to succeed Gilruth and become Director-General 
of this important Department. About this time 
perhaps one of Gilruth’s most outstanding 
achievements on the administrative side was the 
framing of the Slaughtering and Inspection Act, 
which in 1900, made it compulsory for all towns 


our last issue.—Editor. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


| 


No. 12. Vou. 49. 


in New Zealand of over two thousand inhabitants 
to erect public abattoirs and appoint qualified 
meat inspectors—an enormous advance upon 
the loathsome conditions which pre-existed in 
the Colony. This Act and Regulations also 
ensured the bringing of the big meat export 
works into line with the highest hygienic 
requirements and thus, by establishing an 
efficient system of veterinary inspection, guaran- 
teed to the world at large an unsurpassed 
standard of excellence and purity for New 
Zealand meat and meat products. 

Gilruth proved in New Zealand, where he 
found virgin soil to work upon, to be a pioneer 
of his profession. Through his investigations he 
contributed largely in building up a_ sound 
knowledge of those animal diseases prevalent 
in the country, and he attacked many problems 
which up to that time had remained unsolved. 
Farmers and settlers were not slow to recognise 
his services to the livestock industry and showed 
their appreciation of the practical advice he 
was always at pains to give. Gilruth was one 
of the first to describe the incidence of 
carcinoma fish—an_ observation which 
unsettled many of the time-honoured theories 
about cancer. He was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh in 1907, 

In 1908 Gilruth resigned from the service of 
the New Zealand Government to take up the 
appointment of Professor of Pathology and 
Director of the Research Institute at Melbourne 
University in the course of which he investi- 
gated many of the diseases affecting livestock in 
Australia and Tasmania. Not long after receiving 
this appointment he obtained the doctorate of 
veterinary science of Melbourne University. 

His abilities were further recognised when he 
became a member of the Federal Scientific 
Mission in 1911 and following upon this he was 
appointed Administrator of the Northern Terri- 
tory—a post he retained until 1920. On 
returning to Melbourne he engaged for a time 
in private business but was _ subsequently 
appointed Chief of the Division of Animal Health 
of the Commonwealth Céuncil for Scientific and 
Industrial Research. Although on account of age 
he was obliged to resign this post he continued 
in an advisory capacity up till the time of his 
death. Though many of his contributions lie 
buried in the tomes of Government Reports, 
Gilruth’s literary and_ scientific output was 
voluminous. For a number of years he was 
a corresponding member of the Société de 
Pathologie Exotique of Paris. In 1931 he was 
elected President of the Australian Veterinary 
Association and only last year the Association 
conferred upon him the honour of Honorary 
Membership. 

The most striking thing about Gilruth was 
his dominant personality, which his height and 
physique enhanced. He conveyed the impression 
of being both mentally and physically big and 
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alive. Possessed of untiring energy and 
tremendous force of character he carried with 
him the courage of his convictions, and these 
he was at any moment ready to defend. He 
revelled in controversy and, like some of the 
ancient Greek philosophers, regarded dialectic in 
the light of a recreation to be indulged in 
whenever an opponent worthy to cross swords 
with could be found. These characteristics 
brought him into frequent conflict with 
constituted authority, for he had little patience 
with red tape methods involving infinite delay. 
“Indecision,” he once said to me, “is the 
greatest evil. Learn to decide quickly and above 
all avoid being indefinite.” No wonder that he 
proved a thorn in the side of officialdom. As 
a lecturer and public speaker he was immensely 
popular and on occasion would make good use 
of his fund of humour and faculty for repartee— 
as a politician he would have been a _ huge 
success, Challenged one day by a rather 
illiterate member of an audience he was address- 
ing who had declared that he had as much 
right to an opinion as the speaker, Gilruth 
quickly agreed. “ Only,” he added, “the differ- 
ence between your opinion and mine is that 
your’s doesn’t matter.” 

His rugged appearance and air of severity 
were but a cloak for those humane sentiments 
which endeared him to all who shared the 
privilege of friendship; for over and above the 
intellectual qualities which brought him distinc- 
tion Gilruth possessed far more _ precious 
attributes—a kind heart and a generous nature. 
How many human lame dogs he helped over 
the stiles ou life’s highway no one will ever 
know, for he was one who preferred to “do 
good by stealth.” His generosity and hospitality 
were proverbial. I remember once casually 
opening a volume of poems which had been 
presented by the author, and reading this 
inscription on the fly-leaf: “To that old pagan 
with the Christ-like heart—John Gilruth.” What 
a marvellous tribute to deserve! I feel, how- 
ever, knowing his contempt for fulsome 
appreciation, that he would not like me to dyell 
longer on that side of his character. “ By his 
works shall ye know him” and by his friends 
will he ever be held in affectionate remembrance. 
His death renders our profession the poorer and 
in Australian social and scientific circles he 
will be sadly missed, for John Anderson Gilruth 
was not only a great veterinarian—he was a 


great man. 
H. A. R. 


Chronic Haematuria_ in Cattle—Mr. | J. 
Campbell, m.r.c.v.s., of Rathkeale, Co. Limerick, 
writes: “I would feel much obliged to any 
member who could give me information on the 
treatment of this disease with calcium gluconate 
or any other successful line of treatment—also 
as to its causation and prevention.” 


V.V.B.F. Ladies’ Guild Meeting 


A meeting of members of the Ladies’ Guild 
—the organisation operating in association with 
the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund—was 
held at 10, Red Lion Square, W.C., on Tuesday, 
March 2nd, 1937. 

Donations.—It was agreed that there be 
forwarded to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund the sum of £150, and that a donation of 
£7 7s. be made to the National Veterinary and 
Mutual Defence Society. £95 of the total was 
raised at Scarborough, on the occasion of 
N.V.M.A, Congress Week, from collections and 
from the dance which was held there, under 
the auspices of the Guild, in aid of the V.V.B.F. 
. Members’ Subscriptions—The matter of 
arrears of subscriptions was also discussed and 
it was decided to make a final appeal through 
the Record, to all members who have not paid, 
to do so forthwith and so help the Ladies’ 
Guild in their efforts.* 

MINNIE Nickinson, Hon. Secretary. 


*While we shall be glad to afford any such 
appeal the hospitality of our columns, we trust 
that we may do something to diminish the 
necessity for it by reminding the ladies it is 
proposed to address of the immense value which 
is placed upon the work of the Guild, both by 
the officers and members of the benevolent 
societies and by the general body of the 
profession, in supporting the efforts of the former 
to relieve distress among the beneficiaries.— 


Editor. 


In Parliament 


The following questions and answers have been 
recorded in the House of Commons recently:— 


TUBERCULIN-TESTED MILK 


Mr. GRANT-FERRIS asked the Minister of Health 
whether, in respect to the admission of cattle 
from the Channel Islands direct to dairy herds 
in this country licensed to produce tuberculin- 
tested milk, he will modify the conditions of 
such admission so that they will conform with 
the conditions of the Minister of Agriculture in 
respect to the admission of similar animals to 
herds registered under the Tuberculosis (Attested 
Herds) Scheme? ; 

Sir K. Woop: The Attested Herds Scheme is 
administered ony! by the Minister of 
Agriculture who can thus control the movements 
of animals, but such control is not possible 
under the Milk (Special Designations) Order. | 
consider, therefore, that it is not desirable in 
the latter case to vary the present conditions. 


CRUELTY TO ANIMALS (PENALTIES) 


Mr. Leacu asked the Home page gd whether 
the full penalties for contravention of the Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1876, have ever been imposed; 
and, if so, on what occasions? 

Sir J. Smwon: The Act referred to is the 
Statute regulating vivisection. There has never 
been occasion to impose the maximum penalty 
under that Act. 

Mr. Leacu: Will the right hon. Gentleman 
consider the of drawing the atten- 
tion of the magisterial benches to the need of 
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DISTEMPER PNEUMONIA BRONCHITIS - INFLUENZA 


BAYER PRODUCTS LTD., AFRICA HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2. 


: 


STOMACH PUMP AND TUBE 


Pump, Nickel plated, con- 
tinuous flow for use with 


tube - - £1 17 9 
2nd quality - £1 11 0 


Tube horses. Best 
Rubber, 10 ft. - Red Rubber 10/6 
Grey Rubber 9/-- 


Smaller Diameter tube is also supplied for 
Yearlings and Ponies Red Rubber 9/6 
Grey Rubber 8/6 


All prices quoted are subject to change without 


notice. 
Telephone : Telegrams : 
Stamford Hill “*Nusalin,” Southtot, 
—_ (JOHN BELL & CROYDEN) London 


Makers of High Grade Veterinary and Surgical Instruments 
Veterinary Instrument Department : STANDARD WORKS, LAWRENCE ROAD, TOTTENHAM, N.15. 


A wide range of the instruments are in stock at John Bell and Croyden, Wigmore Street, W.1. 
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QUICKER CURE OF 


wit 


DUNLOP 


SEAMLESS RUBBER 


SHEEPBOOTS 


Reed. Design Nos. 808992, 809576, 80957.. 


U.K. Pateat apphed tor. 


Satisfied farmers say :— 

“It gives me pleasure to write and praise your 
Anti-Foot Rot Sheep Boots. I have twice used them 
on ewes, and in four days they have been cured 
completely, the fore feet in each case were very 
badly diseased. One having had a diseased foot 
for some weeks. 

In view of this, intend to stock more of the 
Boois, and wish you every success.” 

(Signed) G. 'T’. Williams, 
Pant Isan Farm, 
Rhuallt, St. Asaph. 


“I am very pleased with the pair of Sheep 
Boots supplied by you. I tried a pair on one Sheep 
which wonld go on its knees and in three days after 
using dressing plus the use of your boots—'t was 
able to walk practically as usual. 

Please send me three more pairs a size large 
than the last supplied.” (Signed) A. E Rudge. 
Ross Court, 
Ross-on-Wye. 


WITH LIGHTNING: 
FASTENER 


and cther Chemists with Veterinar, 


“Boots” 
Depts., Agricultural Suppliers, Siores, Rubber Sheps, eic 


DUNLOP RUBBER CO. LTD. (Footwear Div.), Walton, Liverpvol 


Ubta'nabie trom: 
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VITAMIN 
DEFICIENCY 


A standardised supply of all the known vita- 
mins (A, B,, B,,C, D and E) with Chlorophy!l! 
and mineral salts is available in Greenosan 
Veterinary Tablets. These are a’concen- 
trate of fresh vegetables and fruit, and are 
made under the supervision of the Danish 
Government. 


Formula :—Contert per gramme, Chlorophyll 1-0 cg., 
Lecithin 1-0 cg., Iodine 0-005 per cent., Lactas Ferrosis 
1-66 cg., Calci1t Phosphas 2-0 cg., Ca, Mn, Mg, Cu, K 
in combination with natural Organic Acids, Vitamin A 
approx, 100 int. units, Vitamin C approx. 80 int. units, 
and also Vitamins B,, Bg, D and E. 3 tablets—1 gramme. 


‘They are Anti-Infective and are also indicated 
in cases of Distemper and all Vitamin Deficiency 
Diseases, eye troubles, skin troubles, rheu- 
matism, eczema, caused by internal complaints 
which are not cleared up by external treatment. 
‘The tablets are also useful as a general tonic in 
the convalescent period following operations. 
Modern research has shown that certain forms 
of sterility follow as a result of vitamin 
deficiency. Greenosan Veterinary Tablets wi!l 
be found to be useful in these cases, and they 
will have a marked effect upon the health of 
both dam and progeny. 

Full details and a testing supply will gladly be sent free 


by the Sole Distributors—C. L. Bencard (1934) Ltd., 
Endersleigh Gardens, Hendon, London, N.W.4. 


GREENOSAN a 


“‘DIANIMOL’ 


The Proved Effective Remedy for 
SICKNESS © WHITE SCOUR 


in Sheep. in Calves. 


DYSENTERY 


in Sheep, Lambs, Calves. 


Stock Owners and Breeders have proved 
‘“DIANIMOL ” Veterinary Preparations to be 
one of the most beneficial discoveries of the day. 
Because, they contain a well-known Intestinal | 
Bactericide which has been through the most 
exacting tests with unqualified success. 


Prevents Worms Breeding.  Sterilises the 
Droppings. Keeps the land free from 
Contagious Infections. 


Have extraordinary Bactericidal Power, yet are absolutely Non- 
Poisonous. Easy to use. Harmless to the Animal treated. 


SAFE———-RELIABLE-——NO STARVING 
PRICE LIST: ALL POST FREE 
Capsules or Tablets—in Tins .. 100 5/-, 500 23/-, 1,000 44/- 


Full particulars from :— 


DIMOL (VETERINARY) LIMITED 
34-40 Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.4 


| 
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being a little more strict in their administration 
of justice in these matters? 

Sir J. Stwon: I do not want there to be any 
confusion between the Act referred to in the 
question of the hon, Member and what is 
usually called the law against cruelty to animals, 
namely, the Protection of Animals Act. That 
Statute is not referred to in the question on the 
Paper, but I have several times stated in this 
House that [I hope it will be enforced with 
proper strictness. 


Foop PRopUCTION 

Mr. Day asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether he will make a statement as to what 
sleps the Government have decided upon 
relative to the question of home food production 
in relation to National Defence in the case of 
any future war emergency; and in what manner 
the Government are prepared to assist farmers 
to increase this production? 

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (Mr. W. S. 
Morrison): Every aspect of the question of home 
food production in relation to Defence is receiv- 
ing attention, but am unable to make a 
statement on the subject at the present time. 

Mr. Day: Is the right hon. Gentleman. satisfied 
that everything possible is being done to assist 
the farmers? 

Mr. Morrison: Every aspect of the matter is 
receiving very active consideration. 


Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interes: for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


Mar. 20th.—Annual General Meeting of the 
North of England Division, 
N.V.M.A.. at Neweastle-on-Tyne, 
11 am. , 

Mar. 23rd.—Meeting of the North Midland 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Sheffield. 
4.30 p.m. 

Mar. 24th.—Annual General Meeting of 
the Western Counties Division, 
N.V.M.A.. at Exeter, 2 p.m. 

Mar. 24th.—Meeting of the Section of (‘ompar- 
ative Medicine, Royal Soviety of 
Medicine, 1, Wimpole Street, W.., 
at 5 p.m. 

April 1st-——Annual Fees due to R.C.V.S. 

April 5th.—Last day for applications for 
tickets for R.C.V.S. Annual 
Dinner. 


April 5th.—Meetings of Committee, N.V.M.A. 


(Place and times to be announced 
later). 

April 6th.—Extraordinary General Meeting of 
members, N.V.M.A. Meetings of 
Committees and Council, N.V.M.A. 
(Place and times to be announced 
later). 

April 7th._-R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

April 8th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

April 8th.—R.C.V.S. Annual Dinner, May Fair 
Hotel, Berkeley Street, W.. 
7.30 p.m, 
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April 9th.—RC.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 

May 6th.—Nominations for 
R.C.V.S. Council due. 

May 12th.—Coronation Day. 

May 138th.—Entries for D.V.S.M. Examination 
due. 

May 20th.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers issued. 

May 27th.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers to be 
returned, 

June 3rd.—R.C.V.S. Annual Meeting. 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund Annual Meeting. 

June 10th.—D.V.S.M. Written Examination 
begins. 

June 14th.—D.V.S.M. Oral and _ Practical 
Examination begins. 

June 23rd.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 24th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 25th.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 

July  5th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations. 

July 6th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations, 

July  S8th.—R.C.Y.S. Oral Examination begins. 


July 26th-30th.—N.V.M.A. Congress at Bourne- 


Election to 


mouth. 
THE COMMITTEE ON VETERINARY 
EDUCATION 


We feel that many of our members may not 
be familiar with the personnel of the Depart- 
mental Committee which has been appointed 
by the Minister of Agriculture to report upon 
Veterinary Education. We append for their 
information a brief note concerning each of 
them. 

Chairman.—The Right Honourable Sir 
THOMAS F, MALony, P.c., M.A., LL.D. K.C.. Viee- 
Chancellor of the University of Dublin, 

Sir Thomas Malony has -had a very distin- 
guished academic and legal career: he has been 
Solicitor-General for Ireland, Attorney-General 
and was Lord Chief Justice of Ireland up to 
1924. He has served upon many committees 
concerned with education, and has been a 
member of several Royal Commissions, 

Dr. W. L. BURGESS, M.B., Ci.B., & HL, 

Dr. Burgess occupies the post of Medical 
Officer of Health, Dundee. He is a Reader in 
Public Health of St. Andrew’s University, and 
is the author of many publications, 

“Sir JAYES CURRIE, K.C.M.G., K.B.E., J.P., Chair- 
inan of the Governing Body of the Imperial 
College of Tropical Agriculture, Trinidad. 

Sir James Currie has been a member of the 
Governor-General’s Council for the Sudan, 
“We deeply regret to inform our readers that, 
as indicated in our Obituary Columns, Sir James 
Currie died suddenly at Cambridge on Tuesday 
night, 
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Principal of the Gordon College, Khartoum, 
Director of Education in the Sudan, Controller 
of the Industrial Training Department of the 
University of Labour, Governor of the Imperial 
College of Science and Technology, and Director 
of the Empire Cotton Growing Corporation, 

Professor THOMAS LOVEDAY, M.A., LL.D., Vice- 
Chancellor of the University of Bristol, 

Professor Loveday has held Chairs’ of 
Philosophy in Cape ‘Town, Sheffield and 
Armstrong College, Neweastle, and, until 
1922, was Principal of University College, 
Southampton. 

Mr, JOUuN SMITH, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H. 

Mr. John Smith took an agricultural course 
at the Harris Institute, Preston, in 1899, 
Qualified M.R.C.V.S., 1906; D.V.HL, 1907, Assist- 
aunt in practice, 1908-1912, Appointed Veterinary 
Officer, Northern Rhodesia, 1915.  RALV.C., 
1916-18. (.V.O. Northern Rhodesia, 1921. 
Secretary for Agriculture (Northern Rhodesia), 
1924. Nominated by the Crown to be a member 
of the Legislative Council, 1924. Chairman, 
Kuropean Settlement Board. Trustee, Barotse 
National Trust. Member of Executive, Agricul- 
tural Loans Board. Member, Victoria Falls 
Conservaney Board. Retired from the Colonial 
Service, 1933, 

Member of the Colonial Advisory Council on 
Animal Health (Chairman, 19837), the Agricul- 
tural Research Council, the Pigs’ Co-ordinating 
Committee (Ministry of Agriculture), the 
Poultry Technical Committee, and several other 
committees. 

Dr. W. R. WooLpDRIDGE, M.Sc., M.R.C.V.S, 

Dr. Wooldridge, during the years 1924-1929, 
was at Cambridge under Professor J. B. 
Buxton, Sir William Hardy and Sir F. Gowland 
Hopkins. From the Sir William Dunn Insti- 
tute of Biochemistry he was appointed 
Demonstrator in Chemistry as Applied to 
Hygiene, at the London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine. A Governor of Birkbeck 
College, University of London, and a member 
of the Executive of the Parliamentary Science 
Committee, Dr. Wooldridge has represented the 
Council of the N.V.M.A. on many delegations 
and serves on various committees, 

Secrelaries.—Mr. Wilkins, Ministry of 
Agriculture; Mr, MeWilliam, Department of 
Agriculture for Seotland. 

PERSONAL 

Amongst those presented to H.M. the King on 
the occasion of his visit to the Manor of 
Kennington (Duchy of Cornwall), on Wednesday 
last, was Mr. Herbert King, M.R.c.v.s., of Kenning- 
ton, S.E.11. 


Appointment.—At the meeting of the Public 
Health Committee of the West Ham Council on 
March 11th, 1937, Mr. J. T. Turney, M.R.c.v.s., of 
Matlock, was appointed Assistant Veterinary 
Officer to the County Borough of West Ham. 
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Miss Louisa Hunting.—Ilt will be remembered 
that in our issue of November 7th of last year 
we informed our readers that Miss Louisa 
Hunting, daughter of the revered late founder 
of this journal, was suffering much _ ill-health 
through weakness of the heart. We now learn, 
with much regret, that Miss Hunting’s condition 
has necessitated her removal to the Princess 
Beatrice Hospital. Happily, however, consider- 
able improvement has taken place within the 
last few days and she hopes to be able to 
receive visitors shortly. 

R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 

Drxson, Leslie Lyne, Major R.A.V.C. (retd.), 
21, Chartfield Avenue, Putney Hill, S.W.15. 
Graduated, London, December 16th, 1904. Died, 
March 13th, 1937; aged 54 years. 

MoynanwAN, Edmund, Percival Street, Kanturk, 
Co. Cork. Graduated Edinburgh, December 12th, 
1895. Died March 4th, 1937; aged 64 years. 


Major Leslie Lyne Dixson: 


AN APPRECIATION 
| Contributed | 

It is not often given to a veterinary surgeon 
to make history and to make money and to be 
a pioneer, all at the same time, as was the case 
with Major Leslie Dixson of the Royal Army 
Veterinary Corps. 

His genial and even-tempered disposition, 
together with his tall gaunt figure will be 
remembered by those who had the pleasure of 
his friendship in student days at the Royal 
Veterinary College, from hick he qualified in 
1904. The son of an equally genial and generous 
father, also in the profession, whose practice 
at Margate was for many years the most fashion- 
able in the south of England, Leslie Dixson 
lived in an atmosphere of sport from boyhood’s 
days. After quali ying, he entered the R.A.V.C., 
serving in the Great War, and retiring shortly 
after its termination, with the rank of Major, 
to rejoin his father in the home practice. 

He was always fond of a greyhound and any 
officers’ mess to which he was attached in France 
was sure of an occasional coursing match with 
something at the end for the pot, if the surround- 
ing country (as it often did in northern France) 
gave any evidence of the presence of the hare. 
After his return to his father’s practice he was 
able to follow this sport of greyhound coursing 
to his heart’s content and he took a high place 
amongst the officials at many of the best races, 
including the Waterloo Cup. He is best known. 
however, to the British public as the man who 
introduced greyhound racing into this country. 
and he thus made a lasting name by pioneering 
a new sport, which has not only given pleasure 
(and profit) to hundreds of thousands of working 
men, but also has created lucrative official 
positions for many members of his own profes- 
sion—as each greyhound track must of necessity 
have veterinary officials. 

The history of the commencement of this sport 
is interesting. It commenced in 1925 with the 
arrival of Mr. C. Munn, an American sportsman, 
to London from Miami, Florida, where grey- 
hound racing had been carried on successfully 
for some years and Mr. Munn’s idea was that 
perhaps the British sportsman would also like 
to do something in this line. He was advised 
that Major Dixson was the best man to see, and 
after their first discussion, which took place 
over a luncheon, they separated with the arrange- 
ment that Mr. Munn should try to get together 
a reasonable amount of capital and Major Dixson 
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should endeavour to persuade some of his friends 
to supply dogs. They agreed to meet in three 
weeks, and each arrived looking very glum, as 
neither had succeeded in his object—in fact, 
the mildest expression which had been used to 
them by their friends was that the scheme was 
“only fit for Colney Hatch.” Determined, how- 
ever, not to be beaten they decided to have 
another try and this time between them they 
managed to raise the sum of £3,000 with a 
promise of about 60 dogs; and the Wheel of 
Fortune prompted them to make their début in 
the city which is so well known for the 
sporting instincts of its working man— 
Manchester. The sport literally caught on at once, 
and it speedily became evident that they had 
“struck oil.” They then enlisted the sympathy and 
support of a number of others, and from this 
small beginning there was built up the prosper- 
ous and well-known organisation which is now 
known as the National Greyhound’ Racing 
Association, under whose control and guidance 


greyhound racing has become the extremely 
popular sport it is to-day. 
* * + * + 


GENERAL OBITUARY 


Sin JAMES CURRIE 
An Appreciative Nolte. | 

With other members of the Veterinary Educa- 
lion Committee, Sir James Currie spent the 
whole of Tuesday at Cambridge considering the 
new scheme for veterinary education at the 
university and in looking over the Institute of 
Animal Pathology. He died that night at the 
house of his host, the Master of Corpus. 

It has been my privilege to be a friend of 
Sir James for many years. Very soon after 
becoming a member of the Veterinary Education 
Committee, he grasped the importance of the 
work which — hac been undertaken and 
endeavoured by every means, to become fully 
acquainted with the difficulties which have to 
be overcome. Not content with official inter- 
views, he discussed these difficulties privately 
with all whom he thought could assist him in 
considering them. In private conversations with 
him, I have discovered to what extent he has 
devoted his time to the work of the committee, 
in spite of the fact that the calls upon his 
services were many and diverse. It can be said 
with conviction that, even as his last work was 
on behalf of the veterinary profession, so_ the 
members of that profession have lost a friend 
who was determined to do what he could to 
assist them. It will be difficult to replace the 
influence which the advice and wide experience 
of Sir James exercised upon the deliberations 
of the committee. 

J. Smiru. 


HUNTERS’ IMPROVEMENT AND LIGHT HORSE 
BREEDING SOCIETY 


For the annual show of the Hunters’ Improve- 
ment and National Light Horse Breeding Society 
recently held at the Royal Agricultural Hall, 
Islington, the entries numbered 268, against 
315 last year and 332 in 1935. The number 
of stallions was considered — satisfactory, but 
there was a much smaller entry of young stock 
than usual. The War Office has renewed 
iis grant of £4,500 and the Racecourse 
Betting Control Board has increased its grant 
from £5,000 to £6,000 for premiums for thorough- 


bred stallions. The value of each premium has 
been increased from £125 to £150, and 60 
premiums are offered in England and Wales. 


In addition, there will be four premium stallions 


travelling in Scotland during 1937. There are 
also 14 special premiums of £50 each. The 
champion and reserve champion have each been 
awarded one of these, eight have been allocated 
to stallions ten years old and under and four to 
stallions eleven years old and under. 


Lord Middleton, President of the Society, 
presiding at the luncheon held in connection 
with the Show, said they owed a debt of 


gratitude to the War Office for making mares 
surplus to Army needs available at very low cost 
for the brood mare scheme. The demand for 
mares always exceeded the supply, and the 
brood mare committee could always place suil- 
able mares with farmers and others who desired 
to breed hunters. There had been a_ regular 
spate of letters in the Press about hunter breed- 
ing and some criticism of the Society for not 
having succeeded in establishing a breed of 
weight-carrying hunters and for not tackling the 
problem of mares very effectively. The ques- 
tion of producing Weight-carrying hunters had 
cnenelendl the minds of breeders for many years. 
Undoubtedly the reduction in the horse popula- 
tion of a clean-legged type of cart horse, of 
vanners and of powerful carriage horses had 
made the situation more acute. On the other 
hand, some breeders’ found that size and 
substance often came from careful attention to 
pastures and the right feeding of youngsters. 
Hunter breeding got many surprises and shocks. 
He had yet to learn that a big horse necessarily 
got big stock, and some big.mares got remarkably 
small progeny. But one wondered if the 
demand for big horses would be maintained. 
Everyone seemed to be slimming nowadays. 
Would the Hay diet other fashionable 
fastings produce a race of light-weight hunting 
men and women? 

Many felt enthusiastic about a breeding scheme 
which mares would registered and 
perhaps subsidised, particularly those who had 
seen the success of the scheme as conducted 
by the Government of India. There mares were 
examined, classified, and branded. Owners had 
a free service of Government stallions, and the 
class of stallions used depended on the classifica- 
tion of the mare. The improvement of horses 
in the past 30 years had been very marked. 
But it was quite impossible to embark on such 
a scheme in this country until they had far 
more funds available than they had to-day. 

“ViraL QUESTION OF Horse Supply” 

He had done his best to interest more people 
in their work. Every man and woman who 
hunted ought to belong to the Society. If they 
did, their funds would be sufficient to enable 
them to do far more than they did at present. 
Premiums ought to be more valuable. He would 
like to see foaling bonuses reintroduced. Some 
months ago he started a campaign by asking 
masters of hunts to co-operate by letting him 
have lists of their supporters to whom he could 
write. He had roped in 405 new members. In 
spite of reminders, however, he had_ received 
replies from four masters of staghounds, out of 
eight; from 95 masters of foxhounds, out of 197; 
eleven from masters of harriers, out of 40; and 
three from masters of_draghounds, out of twelve. 
It meant that he had been able to get in touch 
with less than half of those who rode to hounds, 
because so many masters were not sufficiently 
interested in the vitally important question of 
horse supply to do the very little he had asked 


from them. Actually they had sent out 7,500 
letters. Taking it all round he felt disappointed 


that so small a percentage had thought it worth 
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while to do a little for themselves by helping 
the Society to ensure that they and those who 
came after them would be mounted al reasonable 
cost. It was obvious that the campaign had 
only begun and its future conduct must be the 
first consideration of the council of the Society. 

Lord Middleton announced that the council 
had elected Sir Walter Gilbey an honorary life 
member, a compliment that had only once before 
been paid to a member of the Society-—Mr. Romer 
Williams. Sir Walter Gilbey had been a member 
for over half a century and had been President 
Iwice. 

Suppor’ URGED FOR WorK OF SOCIETY 

The need for an increased membership was 
emphasised by Lord Middleton, the President, 
at the annual meeting of the Society, held al 
the Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, on 
Wednesday of last week. He referred to his 
recent appeal for greater support for the 
Society’s work, and said that the number of new 
members up to date was 417. 

The report of the council, which was adopted, 
records that the King has consented to become 
patron of the Society. During the past year 
the Society has maintained its work on behalf 
of light horse breeding so far as funds permitted. 
The brood mare scheme has met with continued 
success, and there has been an increased demand 
for the Hunter Stud Book. 

Sir Robert Spencer-Nairn will be President 
of the Society in the coming year, and Lord 
Mildmay of Flete has been nominated President- 
Elect. 

Sir Walter Gilbey, who, as recorded above, 
has been elected an honorary life member of 
the Society, expressed his appreciation of the 
compliment the Society had conferred on him. 


Correspondence 


Letters to the Cuditor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's 


issue. 
All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 


tributor for publication. 
The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 


the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
cupenenae the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


REFLECTIONS ON MILK PRODUCTION 
To vae Epiror or THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—May I congratulate you on the March 13th 
edition of the Veterinary Record. It is one of 
the most useful and interesting issues I, have 
read. The thinking and reading man will find 
in it many things that educate, instruct and 
enlighten, some matter that is amusing, and nol 
a little that illustrates the fallibility of human 
efforts and conclusions. 

To start with there is evidently a Medical 
Officer of Health in Sussex who believes that 
in order to produce clean milk some control 
should be exercised over the health of the 
milkers. The veterinary profession has known 
this for many years, but it does not rest with 
it to ensure such control. 

Then we read from the Report of the Hannah 
Dairy Research Institute that, “ The presence of 
tubercle bacilli in pasteurised milk was found to 
be associated with gross defects not only in the 
design of the plant concerned but also in ils 
operation.” What are the pasteurisers doing 
about a condition that must be, even on 
charitable basis, somewhat general, and why 
laud pasteurisation to the public when it is not 
even 50 per cent. perfect? 


Then the editorial slates: “In spite of the 
criticism of veterinary control it is nevertheless 
a fact that statistics from several areas show 
that the incidence of tuberculous infection in 
‘accredited’ milk is definitely lower than in 
ungraded raw milk.” Next, we have Dr. Savage 
stating that “ Veterinary control did not, alas! 
influence the safety of ‘ accredited 
milk. 

Again, we have Dr. Hamberger arising above 
the dust and tumult of controversy and asserting 
that “in Germany the dangers associated with 
contaminated milk have been overcome by 
boiling all milk prior to consumption.” — Still 
further, we have reflections on single-handed 
and multiple control of the production of clean 
milk, when, from the very nature of the work. 
it must be evident that the production and 
control of clean milk is a matter of team work 
among several well-chosen men or women well 
up in their duties. 

Yours sincerely, 
G. MAYALL. 

read with pleasure Mr. James 
Mackintosh’s paper and feel sure that it was 
of great service, dealing, as it did, with a sub- 
ject somewhat neglected in our profession. 

G. M. 

Bolton, 

* * * 
SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTION 
To THE Eprronk or tHE VETERINARY RECORD 
Sir,--Some members of our profession may 
have seen the announcement of my_ recent 
success in the County Council Election. T wish 
to place on record to the profession my grate- 
ful thanks for the help which all my neighbours 
in Shropshire gave me. IT stood at their request 
and have now to retain their confidence by 
carrying out their wishes in the fight against 

bureaucracy. 

Might I suggest this effort as a good example 
lo other counties who feel that the practitioner’s 
lot is over-burdened with officialdom. One of 
their number, if elected, can supply correct and 
unbiased information and vole on the public 
bodies which deal with such matters, 

Yours faithfully, 
Murivance, W. F. ASTON, M.R.C.V.S. 
Shrewsbury. 
March 10th, 1937. 


* * * 
THE LATE MISS CUST 
To tHe Eprrok OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir-I had hoped that some of our lady 
Members would move to suggest a memorial to 
their pioneer: that lady whose life-long struggle 
made it possible for them to become Members. 
As I had been intimately associated with Miss 
Cust in her long and persistent battle to be 
admitted M.R.C.V.S.. [ know what a fight she 
fought and what a noble and worthy member 
she was. 

I know she would not wish for anything 
elaborate and I am sure the subscription could 
be limited to say 5s. I feel and hope that her 
many admirers will approve: that we will have 
just a simple memorial to a great and wonderful 
personality. It would, | feel, be supremely 
filling were the Council Chamber of the R.C.V.S. 
lo be adorned by a memorial tablet to our first 
lady Member. 

Yours faithfully, 
P. J. HOWARD, M.R.C.V.S. 

March 8th, 1937. 


